
Spalding High School 

Weekly Bulletin 25.11.21 

Since September we have monitored positive Covid cases across the School and maintained procedures and 

mitigations aimed at both minimising infection and protecting face to face education for our students.  It has been a 

bumpy road, with high numbers of positive cases in Year 10 and Year 11 in Term One and a cluster of positive cases 

in Year 7 this term, along with isolated cases across other year groups and the staff.  Every day starts with a “Covid 

De-brief” for the Senior Team, Pastoral Team and Covid Team to deal with the issues and actions for that day.  Covid 

is still very much with us and affecting all that we do in school.  We have been in regular contact with the Lincolnshire 

Health Protection Team, who tell me that as a school we are doing well and our actions are having an important 

impact on containment and this is reflected in our infection rate, which since before the half term, is showing a good 

downward trend.  As a result of this, we have been taking more and more baby steps back to “normal” routines, and 

this continues, with our plans for the rest of this term. 

Providing positive case numbers continue to reduce we will make a decision early next week as to whether to return 

to lessons in department zones, from Monday 6th December.  This final decision will be shared with students and 

parents on Wednesday 1st December.  In hopeful anticipation that we will be able to do this without seeing an increase 

in case numbers across year groups, we have been preparing in the following ways: 

 Year 7, 8 and 9 have had an initial tour of the entire school with their form tutors and sixth form 

prefects/mentors.  We have to remember that Year 7 and 8 have not been to large areas of the school and 

do not know where things are.  We talk casually about the Maths Corridor (Y9 Zone) or MFL Block and 

Geography Department (Year 11 Zone) but we have over three hundred students who do not necessarily 

know where we are talking about!  Our current Year 9, were only in lessons for six months as Year 7 when we 

went in to the first lockdown. Students in the lower school need to be shown where things are and I know the 

first tours went well.  This Friday and next Friday, classes in Year 7 – Year 9, will go on a second tour with their 

form tutors and this time will be shown the classrooms where their subject lessons will take place when we 

are back in departmental zones.  They will also be shown our new route ways in and out of the buildings, 

stairwells and corridors. 

 Prior to Covid, we had several “congestion hotspots” that became very busy at lesson change.  During the 

pandemic we have used doors and routes that we would not ordinarily use and this has helped to ease 

congestion and address the hot spots.  Mrs Waldron has established a new route way system around the 

School that we will implement when lessons are back in departmental zones.  Students must follow the new 

route ways when moving around the buildings to help reduce the number of people in already small, enclosed, 

crowded and poorly ventilated corridors and stairwells and also to remove the congestion hot spots we had 

before the pandemic.  As our corridors and stairwells are so enclosed, poorly ventilated and crowded, we will 

still require students to wear masks whilst in transit inside these areas.  Masks remain a matter of personal 

choice when in lessons and outdoors.  We will trial the new system and evaluate it again once we have eleven 

hundred individuals on the move at lesson change each day.   

 There will be an updated H&S presentation for students next week. 

Introduction of a RAG Response to infection which can be deployed if we see cases increase at class level, 

year group level or whole school level.  This is based on the Lincolnshire Health Protection Team RAG response 

for schools.  It is supported by our CONTAIN Contingency Plan.  Both documents explain the response and 

describes the mitigations we will consider if we see linked case numbers start to increase across the school 

or within the local community/nation. A copy of both documents can be found on the School website in the 

Covid 19 folder.   

 



 

 

 

 
 

First aid and injuries 

We would like to take this 

opportunity to remind all students 

that they should inform a member 

of staff if they feel unwell or injure 

themselves so that they can be seen 

by one of the School first aiders.  If 

students are taken ill or hurt 

themselves outside of lesson times, 

(e.g. first thing in the morning or at 

break/lunch) they should go, with a 

friend, to reception and ask for a 

first aider.  If a friend hurts 

themselves and is unable to get to 

the reception, stay with them but 

send another friend/peer to get an 

adult for help.   

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

The Technology Block Canopy 

 

 

 

 

 Revised and updated Risk Assessments.  All risk assessments have been revised in anticipation of the move 
back to department zones.  The new draft RAs are available on the School website in the Covid 19 Folder and 
today marks the start of a week-long consultation with parents/students.  Should you wish to respond, please 
send your email to enquiries@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk .  Some of the RAs have been merged together as the 
actions and mitigations have changed/reduced.  Updates are noted in yellow for ease of reference. 

 

 

 

 

Covid Vaccination 12-15 year olds 

Please find attached a letter from 

NHS Lincolnshire regarding walk-in 

vaccination centres and 

dates.  Updates on government 

advice are also included in the 

letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

The canopy installers have been on site for the 

last three days and making excellent 

progress.  The supports and frame are now all 

in place and today the screens are being 

installed.   The new canopy will provide 

students with further outside seating spaces for 

break and lunchtime and we are all looking 

forward to seeing it completed and with the 

new picnic benches in situ. 

 

mailto:enquiries@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk


 

Children in Need 

A huge thank you to everyone who got involved this year, we raised a fantastic £913.74.  It was great to see all the 

wonderful entries to the art/poetry/story competition as well.  All entries were of a very high standard and I know that 

the judging was really difficult.  Prizes have been awarded to the following students: 

Isobel Wilkins 7S 
Lola Wilson 7N 

Grace Manning 7P 
Ava Judkins 7P 

 
 

Libby Machin 8S 
Jaz Tinworth 8N 
Varisha Sultan 8J 

Sky Salkeld 8N 
Eloise McGovern 8N 

Izzy Herring 8C 
 

Chloe Lam 9P 
Grace Nicolaou 9J 
Harriet Drewery 9J 

 
 

Isha Shogy 10S 
Gabriella Best 10N 

 
 

Tori Chapman 6IW 
Victoria Joyce 6AF 

 
 

 

Mrs Ray  

Assistant Head  

 
 

The Prefect Team really enjoyed judging all of the fantastic entries during Friday lunchtime.  There were so many creative 

poems, stories and pieces of art.  This definitely made it very difficult to choose our favourites.  It was lovely to see how 

everyone interpreted the theme of ‘Be Yourself’ in different ways and it was great to see such a broad range of entries 

from each year group.  Well done to everyone who got involved in the competition! 

The Prefect Team 

 
 Christmas Shoeboxes 

On Thursday 18th November, the Prefect Team collected together the Christmas shoebox 

gifts that students and staff have been making over the past week, helping to support the 

Operation Christmas Child project. As a school, we put together a fantastic total of 109 

shoeboxes for the charity.  We would like to thank everyone who helped contribute and 

congratulate you on creating such lovely Christmas presents. These will undoubtedly be 

enjoyed by all children receiving one in time for Christmas.  Well done and thank you! 

The Prefect Team 

 
7C Form news 

 

Pointe Shoes  

Sophia Brian 7C is a keen dancer who attends dance classes afterschool.  In the half term she was awarded her first pair 

of pointe shoes.  What an achievement!  Sophia has been working on this for two and a half years and has practiced 

until her dreams finally arrived.  Keep dancing Sophia! 

Speed Skating  

Leah Barker 7C is part of the Wisbech Inline Speed Skaters who were crowned nine British champions and bagged 56 

 

 



 

Careers Update 

Work Experience in Years 10 and 12 

Students in both Year 10 and Year 12 are continuing to make progress in their research for work experience placements 

in 2022.  The voluntary contribution payment and reply slip are now due, please.  Please ensure the reply slip is returned, 

as this is required to show that consent has been given for the student to undertake work experience.  

Years 10-13 Allied Healthcare Virtual Work Experience – 5th December 

Many High School students in Years 10-13 have participated in Medic Mentor virtual work experience opportunities 

over the past two years.   

 

The next work experience day for the popular NHS Allied Work Experience Programme is 5th December and it will 

cover the following healthcare careers: 

 Nursing  Dietetics 

 Midwifery  Radiography 

 Paramedicine  Prosthetics and Orthotics 

 Physiotherapy  Speech and Language Therapy 

 Occupational Therapy  Pharmacy 

The virtual work experience day will take place through an online portal and run LIVE from 10-5pm, following 2 

patients from their initial accidents through to recovery.  Students will see the patients interact with a variety of 

healthcare professionals so that they develop an understanding of the multidisciplinary team as well as gaining 

insights into various healthcare careers. 

 

The cost to attend is £10 per student per session, which is an administrative cost to cover the set-up of individual 

portals, personalised certificates, safeguarding, the tech on the day, such as servers and chat functions.  

 

All registrations can be made via this link: https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-

experience/ 

If any students sign up for this opportunity, could they please let me know for tracking and monitoring purposes. 

Year 13 

Over 65 students have now sent off their UCAS applications and many have already received at least one conditional 

offer and in some cases an unconditional offer.  Some students have attended interviews for courses such as nursing 

and primary education and have been successful in gaining conditional offers.  Students who are intending to take gap 

years to gain work experience or students who are researching apprenticeship positions or employment are also being 

very proactive and are putting plans in place.  It is always very rewarding to work with students on applications and to  

 

medals in the annual Outdoor British Championships in changeable weather conditions.   The track was damp but 

that didn't deter youngster Leah Barker, who was the first to be crowned British champion of the weekend in the 

Mini Girls category, after securing a first place spot in her 500mts in a dead heat finish.  Two very close second places 

in her other race and the time trial, which put her in first overall. 

 

Guides 

Loma Mlunjwa has recently been made a Patrol Leader for the Dolphin Patrol at First Pinchbeck Guides.  She even earned 

a new badge and is proud of her achievement.  Well done Loma!  

 

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/
https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/


 

Rotary Young Chef Competition - SHS WINNER! 

Special congratulations to Georgia Bedford who won the Competition! She will now go onto represent Spalding in the 

District Competition in Spring 2022.  All three of our Year 10 entrants performed very well on Thursday 11th November 

when we hosted the Rotary Young Chef Competition.  Sincere thanks to Spalding Rotary & South Lincs Food Service 

for their continued support and sponsorship. 

 

see how motivational it is when they start to formalise a plan for their next steps in education, work or training.   

University Courses 

Our focus on lesser-known degree titles for students and parents/carers to consider continues this week.  A good 

starting point for research regarding university courses is the UCAS website:   

https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects 

Radiography - Radiography is an imaging technique used to provide images of the tissues, organs and bones inside 

the human body. There are two types of radiographers: diagnostic and therapeutic. A diagnostic radiographer takes 

images of the insides of patients’ bodies to diagnose injury, illness and disease. A therapeutic radiographer is an allied 

health professional who has undergone specific training to be able to deliver radiotherapy for patients undergoing 

treatment for cancer.  

This career has recently been featured in the ‘careers in tutor time’ programme in school.  Below there are two short 

videos which give an insight into the roles and also two links to degree courses at the University of Liverpool but there 

are other university courses and other routes into this career such as apprenticeships. 
https://youtu.be/G9qKppg0WQg 

https://youtu.be/4J7XyJWtrkk 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/radiotherapy-bsc-hons/overview/ 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/diagnostic-radiography-bsc-hons/overview/ 

 

Support: 

As always, we can be contacted by email if parents or students in any year group have any queries: 

Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

Lucy.obrien@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

Mrs Bushell - Careers Leader 

 

https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects
https://youtu.be/G9qKppg0WQg
https://youtu.be/4J7XyJWtrkk
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/radiotherapy-bsc-hons/overview/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/diagnostic-radiography-bsc-hons/overview/
mailto:Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk
mailto:Lucy.obrien@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk


 

Year 9 News 

9P 

Well done 9P, we've had a great week!  We packed two shoe boxes 

for Operation Christmas Child, one of which Ava Smith organised 

herself, so thank you.  Then three students from the form took part 

in the "Children in Need" competition organised in school.  All of 

the entries were amazing, and I am proud to announce that Chloe 

Lam, our Form Capitan won!  

Mrs Nowak  

Last weekend I went to a swimming competition at Leicester, and I 

won the gold medal (200m fly, 13-14 years), one silver (400m free) 

and one bronze (50m fly).  I also won the 15 and under 200m fly 

final.  In all of the runs, I got my Personal Best times.  

Izzy Gosling 9P 

 

9J 
 

Hello, its 9J here, and we would like to do a little report about our 

lessons in P.E and History this week!  
 

This term in P.E, we’ve been doing a topic on street dance where 

we’ve been developing our current skills 

and choreographing dances in small groups.  The music we are 

dancing to (“Show me the money”) has an amazing beat and we 

really enjoy dancing to it!  Our dances are looking fabulous so far 

and we can’t wait to perform them in costume to our peers!  
 

It has also been very interesting to learn about the formation of 

the NHS in History: it’s something we take for 

granted nowadays but we were surprised to learn how much it 

changed lives for the better when it first came around!  We have 

been learning about how “free at the point of delivery” 

healthcare meant better lives for everyone: especially the 

women, children and the poor.  
 

Thank you!  

 

 

 

Year 9 Hockey 

On Tuesday afternoon, the Y9 hockey team went 

to represent Spalding High School at Bourne 

Academy.  Although we had a slow start, losing 

the first two games to Bourne and Kings A Teams 

(and hitting the post several times!), we finally 

found our feet and successfully won our 

remaining games.  Overall, we came 3rd, a 

fantastic achievement and something we should 

all be proud of! Good luck to all the other years 

taking part in their upcoming tournaments. 

Written by Camille and Chloe 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 House Christmas Tree Competition – 

Friday 3rd December at 1.15pm in the hall  

Every year we hold a competition for Year 7 forms 

to decorate a Christmas Tree.  We provide the 5ft 

tree, with lights; you have to decorate it with 

handmade decorations in your House colour. 

The rules are simple: 

 Handmade decorations only 

 House colours to be used 

 You have 20 minutes to decorate the tree 

 Be in the hall ready to start at 1.15pm 

 Mr Blackbourn to judge the competition 
at 1.35pm 
 

The trees will then be placed around the School 

for all to see.  Every form will gain House points 

that go towards the House Cup and the form with 

the winning tree will also receive a prize! 

Please see Mrs Ray if you have any questions. 

Good luck & get making! 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done – Year 7 

22 Excellences awarded to Year 7 for the Extra 
Maths Challenge.  The next one is out now and it 
is not too late to join in.   
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Football 

The Y7/8 football team are currently having a very successful 

season. They have made it through to the 4th round of the 

English School Football Association (ESFA) 9v9 girls cup and are 

through to the quarter finals of the Lincolnshire County Cup 

competition. In the ESFA cup so far they have beaten Stamford 

High School 11-0 (player of the match was Alesha Rix), Bourne 

Grammar School 3-0 (player of the match Katie Reilly) & St. Ivo 

Academy, Cambridge 7-0 (player of the match was Ruby Forsyth). 

This is the furthest round any High School football team has ever 

achieved in this national competition. They now go on to play 

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Bedford.  

Eight Y7/8 students also participated in the Utilita Cup 

tournmament hosted by Peterborough Utd FC. The girls came 

joint top of their group but sadly missed out on a place in the 

finals due to goal difference, even though they never lost a game. 

In the Lincolnshire County Cup competition, the team achieved 

another victory by beating Sir William Robertson Academy, 

Lincoln. It was a tight game, but luckily ended 1-0, goal scored by 

Ruby Quinn. The students are now looking forward to going into 

the next round of the Cup and hope to continue winning.  Player 

of the match was awarded to Freya Willerton for battling well 

and winning her tackles. 

Hopefully more to follow.  Well done all involved! 

Mr Farrell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"What are we reading?" 

Students: 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am reading The Secret Barrister. 
This has been such an interesting 
view into how cases work in courts 
and has really taught me a lot 
about how trials work. I'd love to 
know who the author is, as they 
remain anonymous.    
Mrs Spinks. 

Every week we want YOU to share your reads with the school - if you are enjoying your latest book please email        

Mr Groom (benjie.groom@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk) with a brief description of why everyone should read it! 

  

I am reading Warhorse by Michael 
Morpurgo. I like the creepy plot 
because it is very interesting and once 
you start reading it you can't stop! 
Indie Parsons 7P. 
 

 The Dragon's Eye by Dugald Steer. I 
would recommend this because of 
the illustrations and descriptions of 
dragons! If you like dragons, this is 
the book for you! 
Noor Malik 7P. 
 

mailto:benjie.groom@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk

