Dear Parents/Carers

What an absolutely wonderful term it has been!
On the first day of term we welcomed a very new and shiny Year 7 who all looked so smart in their new uniforms as well as
our new Year 12 who also looked incredible in their new suits! Of course we also welcomed new staff and you can read all
about their first few weeks in the main body of the newsletter. We did not have to deal with many lost pupils or missing
kit/bags/books or buses over the first few weeks and everyone now seems to be very well settled. Certainly Year 7 and the
Sixth Form were fantastic this week in hosting the School Open Day. We welcomed close to three hundred families and Y5
& Y6 children through the doors on Wednesday and the school hall was full for both presentations. 7N and 7S bravely
started proceedings with a fantastic choral rendition of ‘The Passenger’ by Iggy Pop We have to remember that they have
only been High School pupils for seven weeks and they sang beautifully for the audience. They were also enthusiastic and
positive tour guides when they then showed families around the school. Year 7 were ably and professionally supported by
our wonderful sixth form, who also spoke with parents and pupils and answered a whole host of questions. Within my
speech I made reference several times to my absolute belief that our pupils and students are our very best ambassadors
and that they make me so proud to be Head of this school. Yet again the students proved me right and we were
inundated with praise from visitors about how positive their experience had been and how welcoming, friendly and polite
the students (not just the guides but around site too) and staff had been. Thank to everyone who visited and to all of
those involved.
Over the course of the term we have also held a number of our Curriculum Evenings in which we share information with
parents about the provision and courses their children are studying. These have been very well attended but if you have
been unable to attend then please do read the school website as we have placed the presentations from each one held
thus far on the home page as a hyperlink. The Curriculum Evenings have also given us the opportunity to share top tips
and guidance with parents on how best to support their daughters or sons as the academic year progresses.
The PTA Ice Breaker disco was very well attended by KS3 pupils and a number of parents joined PTA members and staff for
refreshments in the sixth form common room (well away from the music)! It was nice to just sit and chat with parents for
an evening. We have the KS3 Yule Ball scheduled for Friday 8th December so girls and parents – please do join us again
that night too. The PTA also has the Family Bingo night scheduled for Friday 10th November. Tickets will be available to
purchase from the school reception from Tuesday 31st October. This is a great evening of fun with lots of different prizes
to be won. Please read the PTA section of the newsletter for more information and I would like to add my thanks to Mrs
Jocelyn Kedzlie for chairing the PTA in recent years and for the continued commitment and support she has given the PTA
and school over the years. Mrs Kedzlie stood down as Chair this term and Mr Hempsall has been elected as the new
chair. Parents are always welcome to PTA meetings, the dates for which are published on the school calendar (available
on the school website).
The High School has not been contacted by Wellspring Academy Trust with regards to their plans for the ‘Alternative
Provision Free School’ proposed as a new use for the Spalding 16+ Vocational Centre located on Matmore Gate. Spalding
High School has been proactive in recent years in trying to re-establish a positive, collaborative use of the Post 16 Centre
to provide appropriate educational opportunities for local children. We will proactively engage in the public consultation
and remain totally committed to seeing the centre return to post 16 provision for local children.
Enjoy a restful Half Term holiday.
M K Anderson—Headmistress

New staff
We are pleased to welcome the following new staff to Spalding High School :
My first few weeks at the school have been very enjoyable. My fellow technicians and the teaching staff within the
Science department have all been very welcoming, as have all the staff that I have had the pleasure to engage with.
When not being sure about something, whether that be where to find something, or how to set up a demonstration,
help has always been on hand. I have had help and support when needed and been given the confidence to carry
out my duties independently when required. With only being in a few hours each day I wasn't sure how quickly I
would settle into my new position, but already feel comfortable and consider myself part of the team. I still have
many things to learn, but I am positive about the challenges to come. After all, every day’s a school day, right?
Mrs E Barker – Science Technician
My time at the High School has been the most enjoyable time I have spent at a school. The working environment is
fantastic, staff are friendly and always willing to help, but it is the students I spend the majority of my time with and
it is them that make this school special. On the whole students are motivated to learn, can be trusted to learn
independently, and are very well mannered.

Mr G Ganger
Starting a new job is an inevitable whirlwind. Meeting new classes, working with new schemes of work, finding
different rooms and getting to know a whole new staff team can be a daunting experience. Those inevitable worries
that accompany any new role were instantly eased when I first arrived at Spalding High School. The first thing that is
clear is that everyone smiles. There were friendly greetings from staff, happy faces in the corridor and cheery pupils
who actively enjoy their work and want to show their best. It's quite infectious. I'm learning that both students and
staff clearly take pride in their school and they want you, as a new member of that community, to feel immediately
welcome.
Mrs C Love—Teacher of English
‘What does the Dutch flag look like?’ asked an inquisitive student in my form. Blue, white and red I answered. ‘How
do you even know that’ exclaimed another pupil. A personal highlight of my first few weeks has been getting to
know my form which I share with Mrs Webb; their inquisitive and happy nature is a clear representation of the vast
majority of the students I have encountered at the High School. I have been struck at how the High School seems to
just ‘work’. This may read like a simple statement, however compared to my previous experiences working in an
academy in South East London it is a great understatement, the pupils are very lucky to attend the High School. I was
both stunned and surprised when on my first day a pupil stopped, held a door open for me, made eye contact, said
‘hello’ and allowed me pass. What a delight! This incident made me very quickly realise I was working in the right
place. It has been a busy first few weeks settling into new routines and procedures, but more importantly spending
time getting to know the students and assessing levels of prior attainment.
Mr R McAlinden – Teacher of Business Studies

Some of you may know me after I spent most of last year on a training placement at the High School. I am in a new role
as a newly qualified teacher and form tutor this year and am really enjoying it. The thing I love about this school is the
enthusiasm and passion for learning that is the default setting for all years and all subjects. I spent many years teaching
computer programming in Higher Education and it is a real pleasure seeing so many of our students demonstrating the
kind of commitment, initiative and problem solving skills that would not have been out of place at university level. I
relish the 'light bulb' moments where a student overcomes some confusion or misunderstanding and the situations
where you are able to stimulate or fuel an interest or help a student to take their achievements to new levels. I might
be longer in the tooth than most newly qualified teachers, but I am extremely happy to have made the career change
and to have become part of such a welcoming and supportive school community.
Mr R Manton – Teacher of Computing & Mathematics
I have enjoyed my first few weeks at Spalding High School immensely. I have found it a stimulating and rewarding
environment to work in, giving me the opportunity to do what I love to do, and what I do best, that is to teach
mathematics to willing, interested and receptive students.
Spalding High School has the most wonderful learning ethos, with the School supporting both its staff and students
alike. Mutual respect between students, between staff and between staff and students is exemplary. I consider myself
very fortunate to be a part of its community and I am looking forward to continuing to enjoy and to promote these
qualities.
Mrs M Martin – Teacher of Mathematics

As a chill of autumn began to bite in early September, the nerves also began to nibble as I embarked upon my journey
across the beautiful fens to begin my post of Head of English. For me, it was a much longed for return. Having worked
at the High School some years ago, its unique warmth never left me and I found it difficult to shake off the sense that I
had left a part of my family behind.
The ‘teacher nerves’ dissipated from the moment I entered the classroom where I found the students more eager and
animated than ever. It is a true delight to be stretched intellectually by curious and highly capable young people.
Teaching literature at ‘A’ level here takes a teacher to a new level of experience: passionate practitioners who delight in
the canon and theoretical approaches find responsive minds in the classes that they teach. Another high point is my role
as a form tutor; the delightful and jolly 8P are a positive start to the day and have certainly looked after me in these first
few weeks of term. This pastoral aspect is a privilege and I look forward to developing our relationships in the weeks
and months ahead.
The teams within the department and the wider school have also been exceptional in their kindness, support and
counsel. Working alongside such experienced individuals is a gift and although at present I possibly have more
questions than answers, I know that everyone around me is pulling together to develop the study of English in this
ever changing landscape of education.

It is a privilege to be back with this special ‘family’ and I am grateful to everyone for making this return so smooth and
welcoming. The challenges ahead are now ones that I can embrace because of the collegiate environment that the high
school so uniquely offers. It truly is an exceptional place!
Mrs C Payne – Head of English

ACTIVITIES WEEK
For activities
week in July
2017, Year 9
took part in a
‘Mission to
Mars’.
We
had two days
to plan a
space
trip,
how will we
get there?
We
tested
different sun
creams to see which would be the best against UV
radiation. We had debates in the Science labs and thought
about who we would send to mars. Would you go to
Mars?
My favourite part of the Mars mission was building the
Mars Rovers and racing them. Even though building the
Rover and getting it to go anywhere was extremely
challenging, decorating them was really fun! One team
even decorated theirs with balloons! Well done to Montie
the Rover for winning the race!
We would like to say a big thank you to all of the staff
involved in making this STEM mission so enjoyable. We
may not have gone to Ypres – but we went to Mars!

By Lara Sanderson 10S

ICELAND TRIP 2017
Over the last week of the academic school year the
Geography students at Spalding High School had the
chance to experience a once in a lifetime opportunity
visiting Iceland. Also known as the ‘Land of Fire and Ice’,
Iceland was the perfect location to be enriched with
geographical knowledge, opportunities and experiences.
Our first visit of the trip was to the famous blue lagoon.
During this visit we were able to luxuriate in the

superheated geothermal waters which are rich in natural
exfoliating agents as well as healing minerals like sulphur
and silica. The lagoon was a fantastic way to relieve any
post flight tension and we were all extremely excited for
the days to come.

Some of the highlights of the trip were the guided tour of
the golden circle, visiting the ‘strokkur’ geyser on day two,
touring the Westman Islands on day three, visiting the
majestic Seljalandsfoss and Skogar waterfalls and finally
the stunning black volcanic beach at Reynisfjara on day
four, which provided a fantastic opportunity for a group
photo! Another highlight of the trip was being able to stay
in the cosy log cabins on the second half of our Iceland
experience.
On the whole this was a fantastic and unforgettable
opportunity for us as geography students and to be able
to visit such an unusual and geographically flourishing
location and we all thoroughly enjoyed the trip.
By Helen Peach and Catherine Tatum
GENEVA AND CERN TRIP JULY 2017
Our journey down to Gatwick in the very early hours may
not have felt like the best way to spend a morning, but
any doubts were quickly forgotten once we stepped off
the plane into the warm Swiss sun and boarded the train
to central Geneva. After checking in at our hostel, we
made our way by bus over to the Switzerland’s western
border, and walked into France to Mont Saleve cable car.
Greeted by a near-vertical cable car, we overcame our
initial fears, and rode it to the top of a mountain and
spent the afternoon picnicking whilst viewing the
geography of the city below and following the path of the
enormous underground particle accelerator at CERN.
An evening at the Edelweiss Hotel for fondue whilst being
serenaded by a yodelling man and his array of unique
musical instruments, which included marbles in a bowl, a
wobbly saw, and a huge alpine longhorn ended our first
day.
On Thursday morning, we again took the bus, this time to
CERN, the European Organisation for Nuclear Research
where we began by spending the morning in the Globe,
an interactive exhibit about particle physics and the origin
of the universe. We then entered the main CERN building,
where we were given a glimpse into the institute’s
history, and then taken on a tour of the Atlas particle
detector and its control rooms. A very animated particle
physicist was excited to show us a new particle that his
team had discovered. The following visit managed to be
even more impressive, when we visited the centre’s
colossal data servers and saw the computer of British

scientist Tim Berners-Lee, who invented the World Wide
Web while working at CERN in the late 80s.
We spent that evening with churros, sushi, crêpes and ice
cream, a short boat ride across Lake Geneva, where we

spent a little more time than practical attempting to take
funny photos of the Jet d’Eau by the shore.
The Palais Des Nations was first stop on Friday morning
for our guided tour. Outside of which were a multitude of
art installations and memorials to tragedies of the past.
Within the building, we were lucky enough to be given a
tour of the historical League of Nations building, UN
conference rooms and the vast cultural pieces of artwork
on display. A visit to the outdoor swimming pool by Lake
Geneva cooled us down in the afternoon before it was
time to say goodbye to Geneva
George Parsons, U6
SIR ISAAC NEWTON LECTURE AT RAF CRANWELL
On Tuesday October 10th a selection of A-Level physicists
and biologists visited RAF Cranwell to attend the Sir Isaac
Newton lecture by Dr Adam Rutherford who is a
geneticist. His talk, entitled “A Brief History of Everyone
who ever lived”, and even enlightened the group on the
effects of inbreeding within the Spanish monarchy! It also
taught us that, even with outbreeding, we all have a 100%
chance of being related to King Edward III. There was a lot
of mathematics involved but when explained, working
with the thousands of millions of ancestors we have,
doesn’t look so scary. There was a slight shock when Dr
Rutherford told us we could all be fourth cousins. The
entire theatre couldn’t believe what he had said! After
the talk, our knowledge of genetics had improved and
some of us are considering purchasing some of his books.
Thanks, Amy-Ann and Lucy (L6)

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
The Music Department has performed very successfully
and to much acclaim at three events so far this term. The
Wind Group, Y10 and Y11 GCSE Music Groups, and
soloists Eva Mason, Sarah Mansfield, Diana Chareciviute,
Eden Parish ,Amber Oddie, Ocea Jarvis and Sophie Aldis
gave some confident and very assured performances,
ranging from Handel and Mozart to Abba and music from
the latest musical on Broadway – Dear Evan Hansen. We
are now looking forward to working on music for the
Christmas Concert on December 6th.
Mr Garbett

presented at an awards ceremony at Bletchley Park (where
the Enigma code was broken).
The competition is structured as a series of encrypted
messages which tell a story. This year the competitors are
trying to unravel the story of Rome’s vanished lost legion.
The reason for their disappearance, and the nature of the
treasure they guarded, has been lost for centuries. Now at
last the truth can be told. There are two challenges each
week, A and B, and separate overall leaderboards for each.
Points are awarded for speed and accuracy, with accuracy
more important. The competition has attracted support
from a number of people over the years, who have given
up their time to launch the competition, to meet with
competitors and to attend the annual prize giving at
Bletchley Park. These include the media scientists Adam
Hart-Davis, Hannah Fry and Simon Singh; Newsnight editor
Mark Urban who has a passion for military history;
comedy writer James Cary who wrote Bluestone 42 and
the Radio 4 comedy Hut 33, and the star of Hut 33, Robert
Bathurst whose aunt worked at Bletchley in the war; two
Foreign Secretaries, Boris Johnson and William Hague
(though Boris was London Mayor at the time). It is not
unknown for the winners to meet members of the secret
world of GCHQ at the awards dinner. All of these people
are really busy and they all see the value of the National
Cipher Challenge; we hope you will too.
Miss Ashley

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
36 of our Y11 DofE candidates have now completed and CROSS COUNTRY
passed their Bronze Awards! They will receive their The High School cross country runners have started the
certificates and Bronze badges at this year’s South cross country season exceptionally well. Taking part in the
Holland DofE Presentation Evening, which is being held at
the High School on November 23rd. 49 new Y10 Bronze
DofE candidates have now begun their journey along with
28 Year 12 students beginning their Gold Award.
Mr Garbett
CIPHER CHALLENGE 2017
Spalding High School currently has more than twenty
teams and individuals across a range of year groups
competing in the National Cipher Challenge, supported by
the Mathematics Department and Miss Ashley. The
Cipher Challenge is a nationwide, online codebreaking
competition which has been running since 2002, and Fenland League competition Lottie Hemmings finished 1st
regularly attracts entries from teams at over 700 UK (at Stanground Academy) and 2nd (at Snowden Field,
schools and colleges. The top prize is £1000 from GCHQ,

Crowland) in the 4 race series. However, Molly Peel has
gone one better finishing 1st in both races to date. Well
done to all the other runners who have taken part so far
and good luck for the subsequent races.
Mr Farrell
FOOTBALL
High School girls denied by extra time winning goal in
football cup match.

The U13 girls football team were knocked out of the U13
English Schools Football Association cup on 27th
September by a late extra time goal. Having fought back
from 1-0 down at half-time the High School girls equalised
in the second half with a freak top corner own goal
ricocheting off a Freya Upson shot at goal. The girls held
out against a strong St Georges Academy team until the
end of 70 minutes which resulted in 10 minutes extratime. Unfortunately the cup match ended in
disappointment for the girls as the Sleaford team scored a
late winner in extra-time.
Mr Farrell
YEAR 9 NETBALL TOURNAMENT

On Thursday 12th October the year 9 netball team took
part in the district tournament at Spalding High School.
They were against some tough competition but they
showed great resilience, finishing in joint 6th place
overall. Well done to all the girls who played.
Miss Pascoe
PTA
Spalding High School PTA is looking forward to another
year of supporting its students by providing extracurricular funding, mostly generated by running fun
events for the school community.
After another strong year of fundraising, contributions to
the School have included digital mapping software for the
Geography department, lunchtime activities for Y7s, a
camera and Carnegie shortlisted books for the Library,
religious artefacts for the RS department, DNA separating
kit for the Biology department and a contribution to the
locker replacement fund!
For the coming term, the exciting events start with a
Family Bingo night on the 10th November, Christmas Film
Club on 27th November and the KS3 ‘Yule Ball’ disco on
the 8th December. Please put these dates in your diaries,
look out for further information closer to the event and
come along to enjoy them!
Having recently been voted the PTA Chair for 2017-18, I
would like to thank the out-going Chair, Mrs J Kedzlie, for
her able leadership over the last few years and I feel
confident that the PTA can only grow and get stronger
with your support.
For further details, please see the Parents/PTA page of
the School website.
Mr R Hempsall

TRIPS AND VISITS
The School is mindful to the costs incurred by parents/carers due to the running of trips and visits. We also appreciate that learning time in other subjects is often lost when pupils are off-site for a period of time. In order to
help parents/carers plan for school visits we have summarised the key events from the school calendar below.
The full school calendar can be found on the school website. It is not possible to confirm the actual cost of the
trip until nearer the time and so all costs should be viewed as approximate. Similarly, we would ask parents/
carers to appreciate that all trips are run on the basis of voluntary contribution and therefore subject to cancellation if funds are not received:
Year 7:
Art Gallery Trip

January 2018

Approx. £15.00

Snipedales Geography Fieldwork

March 2018

Approx. £7.00

Activities Week: Multicultural Day & Shakespeare Day July 2018
Harry Potter World Drama Day

Approx. £14.00

July 2018

TBC

Black Country History Trip

June 2018

Approx. £25.00

Hunstanton Geography Fieldwork

June 2018

Approx. £7.00

January 2018

Approx. £18.00

Computing GCSE Virtual Reality Experience

November 2017

Approx. £12.00

PE GCSE Practical Weekend

April 2018

Approx. £250.00

Geography Fieldwork (Spalding)

May 2018

No cost

RS Walsingham Trip

May 2018

Approx. £14.00

History GCSE Thackeray Medical Museum

June 2018

Approx. £25.00

Year 8:

Year 9:
Bletchley Park Trip (Computing, History & Maths)

Year 10:

Year 12:
Geography Fieldwork

January 2018

Approx. £175.00

Biology Fieldwork

June 2018

Approx. £15.00

English, Classics and Drama GCSE and A level theatre trips throughout the year according to the events
schedules of local venues. Optional activities such as Duke of Edinburgh, the foreign residential trips are not
included in the schedule above and parents should refer to the payment scheme letters sent home.
Year 9 Ypres Trip
Your Y9 daughter will have brought home their letters for the History Battlefield trip to Ypres this week. please
note an important change from the published school calendar. Originally the trip was scheduled for March
2018. Due to variations in travel and accommodation arrangements the trip will now take place during activities
week as normal.

Canteen Accounts

Unfortunately, with the introduction of the new £1 coin, £5 pound and £10 notes, the two canteen cash boxes in
School are unable to accept this new money. We are in the process of purchasing replacement cash boxes, at a
considerable cost to the School, as soon as we can.
This has meant the finance office has been manually putting money onto pupils’ accounts. Whilst we understand
this is unavoidable, pupils are sometimes topping up their accounts daily with £1 or less, and this has been
creating long queues of pupils outside the finance office every morning, break and lunchtime.
We would ask parents if they could please use the preferred ‘online’ method of payment for topping up their
daughter/son’s canteen account or to put their daughter/son’s weekly allowance on once a week to avoid the
daily queuing.
We hope the pupils have been enjoying the Canteen’s ‘theme’ weeks; the recent ‘Quesadilla Deals’ and
‘Halloween’. We look forward to the theme weeks leading up to Christmas and pupils should watch out for the
forthcoming ‘Elf on a Shelf’!

Vacancies
We currently have two support staff vacancies available:



Midday Supervisor
Library Assistant

Further details can be found on our school website

DATES FOR DIARY
20th October

End of Term 1

4th December

Year 11 Art Mock

21st October

Art Trip to Madrid departs

5th December

Year 11 Art Mock

24th October

Art Trip returns

6th December

Christmas Concert 7pm

31st October

Term 2 Starts - Pupils return

8th December

PTA KS3 Yule Ball 7.15pm

8th November

Sixth Form Info Evening 7pm

12th December

Year 13 Art Mock/Y11 Orals End

10th November

PTA Family Bingo Night 6.30pm

12th December

Staff Panto 7pm

15th November

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

13th December

Year 13 Art Mock

17th November

Children in Need KS3 Sleep Over 7.30pm 18th December

rd

23 November

GCSE Presentation Afternoon 2.15pm

27th November

PTA Xmas Film Club 4.15pm

30th November

Year 12 Parents’ Evening

4th December

Year 11 Orals Start

th

19 December

Carol Service/Christmas Lunch
Term 2 ends 12.35pm - Senior
Prizegiving 2pm

