
 

Spalding High School weekly bulletin  

19th March 2026 

This week, from Mrs Anderson, Headmistress 

Sometimes events happen in school that provide a moment to pause and reflect.  This week 
such a moment occurred when we had the whole school photograph. A huge amount of 
organisation goes on behind the scenes before the photography team even arrive in school 
(thank you Mrs Waldron and Mrs Prkye), and considering we had to delay the photo in the 
autumn due to high winds, we were all a little anxious on the day.  However, the sun shone and 
the wind did not interrupt us too much.  The photographic team were brilliant and had one 
thousand children and over a hundred staff height and year sorted within about half an hour, 
although the staff took considerably longer to organise than the students!  Then we started to 
fill the staging, and that is when I was quite happy to just stand and watch, filled with pride as 
each year group took to the stands.  You cannot imagine how impressive it looked.  Everyone 
followed the directions carefully and so from the very start, you could see the pattern of 
students emerging, with each face to be seen between the shoulders of the row in front of 
them.  The closer you got to the stand, the more the chatter sounded like a gaggle of geese, 
high above in the skies, soft and low, but enough to be heard.  However, as soon as the 
photographer gave a direction or instruction, everyone fell silent.  It was impressive.  This was 
my third whole school photograph as Head of the High.  We have them every five years and so 
as the School took shape on the stage it struck me that there might not be many more for me. 
Seeing everyone in place and smiling away was a joy to watch, and again, a moment not just to 
pause and reflect but also a moment of being so proud of everyone I was looking at and how 
lucky I am to be Head of this school. Thank you for being so brilliant. 

Next week, year 10 will probably not get too many moments to pause and reflect as they are 
going to be incredibly busy exploring the big wide world of work!  Students have organised a 
fantastic array of placements and despite some feeling a little trepidatious, I know there is also 



a lot of excitement.  Good Luck Year 10, we look forward to hearing all about your adventures 
when you return the week after. 

RED NOSE DAY - tomorrow, 20th March 

Tomorrow, Friday 20th March will be a non-uniform day - please donate £1 to raise money for Comic 

Relief. 

Normal non-uniform guidelines apply: no cropped or strappy tops or ripped jeans, and no offensive or 

political slogans. 

We will also be holding a Red Nose themed bake sale - please join in to support this worthwhile cause. 

Parking at Spalding High School 

We recently reminded parents and carers about parking at Spalding High School. 

A number of parents / carers are still driving into the Matmore Gate car park at the start and end of the 

day, to drop off and / or collect students. May we respectfully remind you that the Matmore Gate car 

park is for staff and Sixth Formers only between 8.30am and 4pm. This measure is in place for 

everyone's safety, and we ask that it is respected. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Student of the Week 

 

Please find here the Student of the Week 
nominations for the week commencing 9th March 
2026.  

Nominations can be made by both teaching and 
support staff and can be subject related or 
community focused. 



 

Sixth Form News 

 

 

We are pleased to announce our new Head Student, Zara-Jayne Odell alongside Deputy Head 
Students Grace Bushell and Yomola Oyinloye. 
 
The Head and Deputy Head Students chose to take on their roles with the aim of supporting the 
school environment that is enjoyable, inclusive, and supportive for all. They are committed to 
ensuring that every student feels seen, valued, and heard within the school community. 
 
Throughout the year, they plan to organise a variety of engaging events designed to bring students 
together and provide opportunities for everyone to get involved. 
 
They believe that empathy is a key quality in their roles, as it allows them to understand different 
perspectives across the student body. They also recognise the importance of being good listeners, 
ensuring that student voices and ideas are acknowledged and acted upon. In addition, strong 
teamwork and effective communication are essential to successfully carrying out their 
responsibilities. 
 
They also encourage all students to share their opinions confidently, reminding them that every 
voice matters. Here are their words for the pupils at our School: 
 
"Never be afraid to share your opinions. What you say is valuable and should always be 
appreciated. Go for every opportunity even if you don’t believe you’re capable because you may 
surprise yourself. Thank you." 
 
Zofia, Year 12 



Sports News 

 

 

On Wednesday 11th March, Spalding High School hosted a School Games Primary Netball Tournament 
for Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from local schools. The event provided a fantastic opportunity for young 
players to represent their schools, develop their netball skills and experience the excitement of a 
tournament environment. 

A key part of the day’s success was the involvement of Spalding High School’s Year 12 Sports Leaders. 
The students played an important role in organising and running the event, taking responsibility for 
coaching teams, time keeping and umpiring games throughout the tournament. Their leadership and 
enthusiasm helped ensure that the competition ran smoothly and that all teams had a positive 
experience. 

The Sports Leaders demonstrated excellent communication and organisation skills as they guided 
players through warm-ups, explained rules and encouraged fair play on court. While umpiring, they 
showed confidence and fairness in making decisions, helping younger players understand the game and 
maintain a respectful sporting environment. Meanwhile, those responsible for timekeeping ensured that 
matches stayed on schedule, allowing the tournament to run efficiently. 

Overall, the Primary Netball Tournament was a great success. Thanks to the dedication of the Year 12 
Sports Leaders and the enthusiasm of the participating schools, the event was an enjoyable and 
rewarding experience for everyone involved. 

Miss Parker  

  



Library News 

World Book Day 2026 

This year's World Book Day quiz was a tricky one which resulted in a three-way tie between 7P, 10C and 

10P. It all came down to the tiebreaker: how many books are currently on the SHS library system? Whilst 

no form guessed the exact answer (30,854), 10P were the closest and are this year's winners! 

Thank you to all of the participating forms and staff for being involved. 

 



Book reviews 

Escape Room by Christopher Edge 

I picked Escape Room as my favourite book because of how 
adventurous it was and how everybody had to work together to 
complete the mission to escape the rooms. There are five 
characters: Min, Ami, Adjoa, Ibrahim and Oscar who together 
make up the Five-Mind group. All of them have their own 
personalities such as Oscar is the sporty one of the five, Ibrahim 
is shy and introspective however still a very important part of the 
group. Adjoa is the confident and adventurous one of the group 
also described as the Secret weapon. Min was known as the 
Walking Encyclopedia with great knowledge and lastly Ami is a 
curious and eager character who brings the group together. It is 
an action-adventure novel where the Five-Mind had to go 
through many different rooms and challenges to find out the 
answer to save the world. This was my favourite book and I 
would recommend this book for people over ten who love a good 
adventure and excitement in a great book like the Escape Room. 

Saara, 7J 

 

 The Cruel Prince by Holly Black 

The Cruel Prince is a fantasy that explores ambition, lack of 
power, and what it means to live and exist in a world where 
strength matters more than being kind. It is a story that follows a 
young girl called Jude who was kidnapped from her home at a 
very young age along with her two sisters, after her parents are 
killed. She is forced to live in a world of faerie. As a human living 
among people with magical powers and pointy ears, she is 
constantly underestimated and seen as vulnerable and weak, 
which pushes her to be stronger and prove everyone wrong. One 
thing I love about Cruel Prince is how Jude refuses to give up and 
be powerless. She sees being unable to do something as a 
weakness which makes her be more fearless and the opposite of 
what everyone thinks of her. Instead of relying on magic, she uses 
her determination and intelligence to face problems in her life. 
The relationships in the book are tense and unpredictable, 
especially between Jude and the fae, which keeps the reader 

interested. I really loved this book because it was exciting, full of plot twists and kept me interested in 
the book, at all times. I would definitely read Cruel Prince again and I would recommend it to anyone 
who is new to starting fantasy like I was, when I first started reading it. 

Julia, 7P 



Careers News 

Year 10 Work Experience – 23rd-27th March 

We wish Year 10 students all the best for their work experience week next week and are looking forward 

to hearing about it on their return to school on 30th March. 

Year 12 Work Experience – 29th June - 3rd July 

Several students have now added their placements onto the Unifrog platform and we would like to 

encourage remaining students to continue to make enquiries about placements and to add them onto 

Unifrog when they are ready to do so. Any support in helping students to find placements would be 

greatly appreciated from parents/carers, friends and family members.  

Year 12 – University Applications 

In careers lessons in Year 12, we are currently discussing open days at universities, how to plan for them 

and what to ask.  Many universities are now taking bookings for their open days.   

A great resource to use to find out about applying to university, choosing subjects, university life, 

student finance and budgeting and much more is the UniTasterDays podcast – ‘The Uni Guide 

Podcast’.  There are currently 51 episodes. 

The Uni Guide Podcast for students, parents and schools | UniTasterDays 

 

Student Finance Applications 

Students can apply for student finance for undergraduate full-time courses 
for 2026 entry from 23rd March.  Apply online for student finance - 
GOV.UK 

 

 

  

https://www.unitasterdays.com/listen-to-the-university-guide-podcast/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance


Webinars to support students and parents/carers with understanding Student Finance 

There are two useful upcoming webinars for students and parents, hosted by UEA: 

• 24th March 4.30-5.15pm - Disabled Students' Allowance - Applying for Disabled Students’ 

Allowance can be daunting, and many people don’t realise they are eligible for funding. This 

webinar from UEA will help you to understand what DSA is, the funding you might be entitled 

to, and how to apply. You’ll also hear from current students about their experience of applying 

for DSA.HE Guidance: Applying For Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) With Higher Education 

Advisers From University of East Anglia - Channel Talent - Interactive school webinars 

Three Opportunities with the NHS Lincolnshire Talent Academy during the Easter Holidays: 

Aspiring Medics 2026 

Explore a career that transforms lives through exceptional communication, strong leadership, rigorous 

research, and a compassionate, holistic approach to care. 

Scheduled for Wednesday, 8th April, at Pilgrim Hospital, Boston, or on Thursday, 9th April, at Lincoln 

County Hospital, from 8:30am-1:00 pm, this event is open to young people in Year 12 aged 16 to 17, 

living or educated in Lincolnshire. 

Supported by the Undergraduate Medical Education Team, participants will discover the skills and 

knowledge essential for a future in medicine. 

What to expect: 

· Meet the ULTH Undergraduate Medical Education Team – ask questions and gain insights from 

professionals who understand what it’s like to pursue a career in medicine. 

· Join engaging talks – explore important topics such as ethics, confidentiality, patients’ rights, and 

professionalism. 

· Take part in hands-on clinical skills workshops – develop practical skills essential for a career in 

medicine. 

This is an excellent opportunity for young individuals eager to embark on a career in medicine. To learn 

more or book a place, visit: https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/ 

 

Aspiring Physiotherapy 2026 

This event is running on Thursday 16th April, at Pilgrim Hospital, Boston, 9.00am-3:30pm and is open to 

young people aged 14-19 years, living or educated in Lincolnshire. 

It will be delivered by NHS healthcare professionals and offers a valuable opportunity to discover what 

it’s like to work as a physiotherapist within the NHS. Participants will engage in workshops and 

informative sessions, including: 

· Q&A sessions with physiotherapy staff across a range of roles in a hospital team 

https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/event/he-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia/?utm_campaign=Recruitment+non-target+teacher+newsletter+50+-+March+2026&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.channeltalent.co.uk%2fevent%2fhe-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia%2f&sfmc_id=0035J00000EyzExQAJ&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_id=1448063
https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/event/he-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia/?utm_campaign=Recruitment+non-target+teacher+newsletter+50+-+March+2026&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.channeltalent.co.uk%2fevent%2fhe-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia%2f&sfmc_id=0035J00000EyzExQAJ&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_id=1448063
https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/


· University taster sessions led by current Physiotherapy students 

· Workshops exploring the use of specialist equipment 

· Simulated sessions and case studies demonstrating how physiotherapists working within a hospital 

support patients to live an independent life 

This is an excellent opportunity for young individuals eager to embark on a career working within health 

and care. To learn more or book a place, visit: https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/ 

 

Aspiring Occupational Therapy 2026 

Explore a career that sees beyond diagnosis and limitations, supporting independence and helping 

people live life to the fullest. 

This event is on Friday 17th April, at Pilgrim Hospital, Boston, 9.00am-3:30 pm and is open to young 

people aged 14-19 years, living or educated in Lincolnshire. 

Delivered by NHS healthcare professionals, this event offers a valuable opportunity to discover the skills 

and knowledge required for a career in Occupational Therapy. Participants will engage in workshops and 

informative sessions, including: 

· Q&A sessions with staff from a variety of roles within the Occupational Therapy team 

· University taster sessions led by current Occupational Therapy students 

· Workshops exploring the use of specialist equipment 

· Simulated sessions and case studies demonstrating how Occupational Therapists support patients to 

live an independent life. 

This is an excellent opportunity for young individuals eager to embark on a career working within health 

and care. To learn more or book a place, visit: https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/ 

 

 

https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/
https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/


 

Volunteer Police Cadets 

The Volunteers Police Cadets is a nationally recognised, police uniformed youth group, open to 

teenagers from all backgrounds aged between 13 and 18.  It aims to promote a practical understanding 

of policing, to encourage the spirit of adventure and good citizenship and to inspire young people to 

participate positively in their communities. 

In Lincolnshire, cadets are supported by police officers, police staff and adult volunteers.  Sessions are 

every Wednesday during school term times at the following police stations: Lincoln, Boston, Bourne, 

Spalding, Grantham and Skegness. 

Cadet recruitment opens on 1st April until 13th May.  Please see the flyer for details. 

 

 

Lincolnshire Fire Cadets 

Please see the information below about the Lincolnshire Fire Cadets programme for 13–17-year-olds: 

Apply to become a fire cadet – Lincolnshire County Council 

  

https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/firefighter-recruitment/apply-become-fire-cadet


 

Taylors Bulbs, Holbeach – Summer 

Jobs 

Taylors Bulbs, Holbeach, is recruiting 

18-year-olds for summer 

jobs.  Please see the attachment for 

details. 

 

 

Support: 

As always, I can be contacted by email if parents or students in any year group have any queries: 

Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

Mrs Bushell, Careers Leader 

  

mailto:Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk


Other notices and information 

Upcoming diary dates: 

Thursday 19th March Year 12 Parents' Evening 

Friday 20th March Red Nose Day non-uniform and Fringe Friday 2 

Week commencing Monday 23rd March Year 10 work experience week 

Thursday 26th March Y8 Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day 

Friday 27th March Year 7 and Year 8 Eggstravaganza 

Thursday 2nd April End of term 4 

Tuesday 21st April Start of term 5 

Tuesday 21st April Y12 exams begin 

Monday 27th April GCSE MFL speaking exams begin 

Tuesday 28th April SHS and SGS PFA meeting 6pm at Spalding Grammar School 

 

Family advice 

EastMidsRelationships is offering free webinars for parents, aimed at giving support to parents and 

carers to enable them to make things feel calmer and more secure at home. 

Please see the link here for more information and for the links to the webinars. 

 

 

https://www.eastmidsrelationships.org/parents
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