
 

Spalding High School weekly bulletin 12th 
March 2026 

This week, from Mrs Anderson, Headteacher 

Planning is well and truly underway for the Year 7 and 8 Egg-Stravaganza on Friday 27th March!  We 
have a fun two hours planned for pupils, starting with an amazing Easter egg hunt through the hall, 
admin area, and hopefully if the weather is fine, the quad.  It is always fun trying to find the sixty or so 
eggs that we have hidden!  We count them out and we count them back in and I am struggling to 
remember a year when we have had the same number back.  Either the Easter bunny helps himself 
along the way or the Sixth Form helpers forget where they have hidden them, meaning that across the 
site we have eggs still hidden from previous years!  Maybe this year will be the one when we find them 
all!  We then have an amazing array of craft activities for everyone to make from biscuit decorating to 
pompoms, papercrafts and jewellery making so everyone will be bringing home lots of Spring and Easter 
themed makes.  There are still a few places left and so book in quickly if you would like to come and join 
your friends. 

Year 9, a message for you!  We know that you were keen to have an event and so keep Friday 8th 
May free.  This will be the date of the Year 9 social. It will not be a disco but there will be music, 
activities and just spending time with friends…and yes, we are planning it as a joint event with the 
Grammar School.  More details to follow so watch this space. 



 

RED NOSE DAY - next Friday, 20th March 

Friday 20th March will be a non-uniform day - please donate to raise money for Comic Relief. 

Normal non-uniform guidelines apply: no cropped or strappy tops or ripped jeans, and no offensive or 

political slogans. 

We will also be holding a Red Nose themed bake sale - please join in to support this worthwhile cause. 

Student of the Week 

 

 

Please find here the latest Student of the Week 
nominations, for the week commencing 2nd March 
2026.  

Nominations can be made by both teaching and 
support staff and can be subject related or 
community focused. 



 

Charity News 

 

HOUSE CHARITY DAY 

Thank you to everyone who supported the House Charity Day last week.  

Each house ran two activities in the School Hall, ranging from the batak board to bake sales, from lucky 

dip to Pin the Hair on Mr Garbett, and from a photo booth to throwing wet sponges at Mr Wright!! 

The charities chosen by the houses were: 

C - Marie Curie 

J - NSPCC 

N - RSPCA 

P - Princess Trust 

S - Don't Lose Hope 

We raised the amazing total of £359.27, which has been paid over to the charities. Thank you to all who 

joined in the fun. 

Sports News 

 

On Tuesday 4th March, the Year 10 futsal team competed in the South Lincolnshire Schools’ competition 

held at Haven High.  



There were two pools of teams for the group stages where we played Bourne Academy, UAH, Bourne 

Grammar School and Spalding Academy. We won 1-0, 2-0, drew 0-0 and won 2-0, which saw us go 

through as the group winners. This meant we played Deeping who were 2nd in their pool in the semi 

final. This was another 2-0 win meaning we progressed through to the final against Bourne Grammar. 

We went into the final having not conceded a goal all day, with Katie making some excellent saves. 

Unfortunately, against the run of play in the final, Bourne scored a deflected shot and won 1-0. Well 

done girls, for finishing runners up and playing so consistently well all day.  

Played of the Day goes to Lexi who was outstanding, showing excellent ball control, strong defending 

when needed and composed finishing to score all of our goals beside one which Olivia scored. 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to our cross-country runners who successfully completed the final race of the 'Fenland 

League' cross country competition. The final race took place on Thursday 5th March at Burghley Park, 

Stamford. Special mention to Iris in Y8 who finished 5th and Nyah in Y7 who finished 12th place. Well 

done to all involved. 

PE department 

 

 

On Wednesday 4th March Year 12 girls took part in an exciting T1 Rugby training session designed to 

help them learn the fundamentals of coaching and leading a game. The session focused on building 

confidence, understanding the rules of T1 Rugby, and developing the skills needed to organise and run a 

successful game for younger players. 

During the training, students practised setting up drills, explaining rules clearly, and guiding players 

through different game situations. They also explored the role of a referee, learning how to make fair 

decisions and keep games running smoothly. The experience gave the students a valuable insight into 

the responsibilities of coaching and leadership within sport. 

As part of this initiative, the Year 12 girls will have the opportunity to run a T1 Rugby club for Year 7 next 

term, where they can put their new coaching skills into practice by leading sessions for younger 

students. This will allow them to develop their communication, organisation and teamwork skills, while 

encouraging participation in rugby across the School. 

In addition, the students will play an important role in the upcoming primary school T1 Rugby 

tournament, where they will take on the responsibility of refereeing matches. This will provide them 

with real game experience and the chance to support younger players in a fun and inclusive sporting 

environment. 

The training has been a fantastic opportunity for the Year 12 students to develop leadership skills, gain 

confidence in coaching, and inspire the next generation of rugby players. We look forward to seeing 

them take on their roles as club leaders and referees in the coming weeks. 

Miss Parker 



 

 

 

On Wednesday 4th March the Year 10 netball team competed in the South Lincolnshire Schools’ Year 10 

Netball tournament. We started with a tough game against eventual winners UAH, losing 8-4 but 

managed to beat a strong Spalding Academy team 4-2 in the second game. We then lost 6-3 to Bourne 

Grammar before beating Deeping 3-1. We then beat Cowley 4-2 and Haven 7-0. Our final two games 

were a really close match against Giles, narrowly losing 5-4 and an emphatic 14-1 win over Bourne 

Academy.  

We finished fourth in the tournament overall out of nine teams, playing some really good netball. I am 

so proud of the progress this team have made since Year 7 and it is testament to their hardwork and 

dedication. It was lovely of team Captain Emily, to still come and support the team despite an injury and 

again shows their bond as a team, always encouraging and supporting each other to be better. Well 

done all of you! 

Miss Magnus 

 



Year 8 Netball Tournament 

Well done to the Year 8 netball team for an excellent performance at the SLSSA U13 tournament on 

Tuesday 10th March, finishing in an impressive third place out of ten teams. 

The team showed some excellent netball throughout the tournament, demonstrating strong teamwork 

and determination in every match. They narrowly lost to Boston High (2–0), Giles Academy (2–1) and 

Bourne Academy (3-1) in three closely contested games, but continued to play with great effort and 

positivity, winning their other seven matches. 

They represented the School exceptionally well through their attitude, teamwork and commitment. 

Achieving third place is a fantastic achievement.  

Congratulations to all the players involved - I am very proud of you! 

Miss Jones 

 

Maths News 

 

Intermediate Maths Challenge 

Almost 140 students took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge this year. Together they secured 

over 65 Bronze, Silver, and Gold certificates which is an excellent achievement and a fantastic result! 

The best individual scores were achieved by Jess in Year 9, Olivia in Year 10, and Olivia in Year 11. 



Four students - Olivia, Morgan, Ava and Olivia - have qualified for the next round, the Pink Kangaroo, 

which they will sit next week- good luck!  

Well done to all of the participants! 

 

 

 

 

 

  



History News 

Tying nicely into the recent celebration of International Women's Day, 8S were given the history 

homework task of producing a fact file about one of the influential members of the Suffrage movement 

we have been studying; Lydia Becker, Emmeline Pankhurst and Emily Wilding Davison. As you can see 

from the photos there were some outstanding pieces of work by Mariam, Avilasha, Priya and Nawal.  

 

 

 

 

Music News 

 



Singsation 

On Wednesday 4th March, the School Choir took part in Singsation, an exciting singing workshop that 

brought together our Choir and Year 5 and 6 pupils from several local primary schools. The workshop 

featured a special guest - vocalist Hayley Sanderson from Strictly Come Dancing - who worked with 

students throughout the event. The afternoon began with a performance by Hayley and her band, which 

also featured Dave, the School’s drum teacher. This lively opening was followed by a group performance 

of one of the medleys that all students had been learning during the workshop. The School Choir then 

performed two songs that have previously been featured in school concerts: Pink Pony Club and 

Unwritten. These performances demonstrated the Choir’s preparation and confidence, and highlighted 

the musical opportunities available to prospective students who may join the School in the future. 

Students then came together once again to perform another medley featuring Hold Back the River and 

Pompeii, filling the room with energy and enthusiasm. To conclude the workshop, Hayley Sanderson 

performed one final song with the band. The event was a wonderful experience for everyone involved, 

creating a positive and inspiring atmosphere while bringing students from different schools together 

through a shared love of music. 

Charlotte - Y13 

Choir had such an amazing time with Hayley Sanderson and the primary schools. Everyone was jumping 

around and having a great time, Hayley gave us some tips to improve on as a choir and we took them 

onboard and we sounded incredible! My primary school was there and it was so nice to see some 

familiar faces and some new people from other schools. I would love to do this again next year as it was 

so fun.  

Corie - Y7 

Singsation was a dream. Our School Choir sang with three primary schools, Spalding Parish, Wygate Park 

and St Johns in a three-part harmony with Hayley Sanderson, the female singer on Strictly Come 

Dancing, and her band. The schools sang two medleys - Hold Back the River/ Pompeii and a Latin medley 

with group one singing Hey Mambo, group two singing Havana and group three singing We Don't Talk 

About Bruno. We also sang Pink Pony Club and Unwritten to the primary schools and to Hayley herself. 

It was an incredible opportunity and I’m so glad I could take part.  

Lily - Y8 

On the 4th of March Hayley Sanderson came to the school and the Choir took part in the Singsation 

event with three Spalding primary schools.  As part of this event we had to sing two medleys, a pop 

medley and a Latin medley.  The Choir also performed two of the songs we sang at the Christmas 

Concert.  I really enjoyed myself during this event and I would like to do things like this again. 

Xien-Han - Y8 

On Wednesday, Singsation was one of the best singing experiences of my life.  When we arrived at the 

High School we settled in and we all sat on the floor.  To get us warmed up we stood and sang in a deep 

voice, a high voice and a normal voice.  Then we started singing the Latin medley.  Next, we started Hold 

Back the River/Pompeii.  After we'd had a little break the Spalding High School Choir sang Pink Pony 



Club.  After that amazing experience we left and went back to school.  I really enjoyed it because you 

had to express your joy of singing and be really concentrated to sing at the right time. 

Ravi - Y5  

On Wednesday the 4th of March we went to Singsation at the High School.  It was really fun and 

enjoyable.  We sang a lot of songs which we had rehearsed before.  It was fun singing with a Strictly 

singer.  We sang a Latin medley and Hold Back The River in the style of Pompeii.  The High School Choir 

even sang some songs for us like Pink Pony Club.  They were really really good at singing, so were all of 

the other schools. 

Emma - Y5 

Library News 

 

Book Group Update 

Our Next Book Group Meetings: 

Friday 13th March Years 9 - 11 Crime Book Club 1.30pm Library Study Room – Book chat for Where 

Sleeping Girls Lie by Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé, an award winning and bestselling young British author. We 

will also be loaning a selection Karen McManus books for next term's book discussion. 

Tuesday 17th March KS3 Book Group 1.30pm Library Study Room – Can you recommend an author or 

book title beginning with K, what would it be? Come along and tell us about it. 

Friday 20th March Friday 6th Form Book Group1pm Library Study Room - Book chat for The 

Firekeeper's Daughter by Angeline Boulley. This a multi award winning thriller of a novel explores drug 

culture, corruption and displacement in Canada's First Nations people. Our protagonist, Daunis, 

shockingly witnesses a murder and reluctantly agrees to go undercover for the FBI, whilst perilously 

maintaining her own investigation, her own way. 

Blind Date with a Book Fun 

Our three Blind Date with a Book sessions were enjoyed enormously by everyone last month. We 

handpicked books often overlooked; these were then wrapped in brown paper and the only clue to the 

contents were three key words or phrases on an attached label. It felt like we were playing Book Secret 

Santa and it was just delightful to witness the immense enthusiasm our club members threw into 

selecting their books. What was even more rewarding, was hearing about how much they had enjoyed 



some of their picks. Dracula & Daughters by Emma Carroll, Cuckoo Song by Frances Hardinge and Spilled 

Water by Sally Grindley were thoroughly appreciated. Daughter of the Pirate King by Tricia Levenseller, 

The Spooks Apprentice by Joseph Delaney and The Chosen by Taran Matharu hooked our readers so 

much that they are now engrossed in the series.  

Our KS3 Book Group members were inspired and chose their own Blind Date with a Book nominations 

that they would recommend: 

Powerless by Lauren Roberts: keywords suggested were romance, fantasy and enemies to lovers. 

Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell: keywords suggested were music, family and journey. 

Asha and the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan: keywords fantasy, adventure, loyalty. 

Daughter of the Pirate Queen by Tricia Levenseller: keywords escape, freedom and enemies to lovers. 

World Book Day 2026 

Thursday 5th March was World Book Day and forms were challenged to match the reading habit with 

the member of staff. This has prompted lots of lovely conversations over the last week. 

The answers and winners will be revealed in next week's bulletin! 

 

  



Book reviews 

The Outrage by William Hussey 

Do you ever feel like a dystopian thriller if so I've got the right book for you... THE 
OUTRAGE!!! In this eye catching story, two boys Eric and Gabe have an 
irreplaceable love for each other. But unluckily for them, there has been a 
terrorist attack which had been blamed on the 'Degens’ (a negative term for 
being a member of the LGBTQ + society). Consequently, it is forbidden, in fact 
illegal to love who you truly love, regardless of gender. Up to the point where 
anything suggesting even a hint towards this 'devious' idea will be persecuted or 
even worse be put in 'safe, therapeutic' camps. So in a world where schools are 
restricted and people are controlled as to who they should love and hate, is 
there hope? When the pair go on a heist to retrieve a forbidden disk... they're 

caught. However, due to Eric's father being one of the leaders in eliminating Degens, Eric is saved, but 
that means only one boy will get punished. Join the boys in an epic expedition to uncover the truth and 
save their love. This was a truly enjoyable read and I definitely recommend this for anyone who enjoys a 
good dystopian book! 

Sara 7S 

 

Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 

Lessons in Chemistry is an interesting novel that blends science, humour and the 
life of women in 1960s. It highlights the barriers faced by women in science 
through the experiences of the determined and unconventional protagonist, 
Elizabeth Zott, in an emotionally compelling manner. The novel encourages 
critical thinking about societal expectations, gender inequality, resilience, and the 
importance of questioning unfair norms. I would recommend this book to both 
students and adults for its strong educational value and thought-provoking 
themes. 

Mrs Palanisamy 

 

Sixth Form News 

Last term, staff were asked to send in pictures of themselves wearing woolly hats – the prefects 
cropped these photos and made them into a quiz for students to enjoy, with the proceeds 
from this going towards our Y13 Leaver’s Ball.  
We are now pleased to announce that the winners of 
this quiz are Darcy, Kaelyn, Ruby, Kaidi and Lily in 9P, with their group entry score of 16 out of 25; 
they will be receiving a chocolate bouquet prize to share shortly!  
Special mentions go to our runners-up: Lily and Katie in 13JL and 13NG, and Mrs Waldron, Head of 
Sixth Form!  
Well done to all and thank you for taking part!   
Briony, Year 13 



Celebrating the Individual: Viggie, Year 8 

 

Viggie recently competed in the East Midlands Development Grades, Dev 3 14+, and scored as follows: 

#AA～1st🏆 

#Beam~1st🏆 

#R&C~1st🏆 

#Floor~2nd 🏆 

#Bars~2nd🏆 

Well done Viggie 

Careers News 

 

Year 10 Work Experience – 23rd-27th March 

With just one full week to go ahead of Year 10 work experience week, we urge students to check their 

emails daily for messages from employers. We will be going over some important reminders in careers 

lessons. 

Year 12 Work Experience – 29th June - 3rd July 



Several students have now added their placements onto the Unifrog platform and we would like to 

encourage remaining students to continue to make enquiries about placements and to add them onto 

Unifrog when they are ready to do so. Any support in helping students to find placements would be 

greatly appreciated from parents/carers, friends and family members.  

Year 12 – University Applications 

In careers lessons in Year 12, we are currently discussing open days at universities, how to plan for them 

and what to ask.  Many universities are now taking bookings for their open days.  The attached student 

guide to university applications has a wealth of important information and insights, including a section 

on open days on pages 57-60.  

 

Student Finance Applications 

Students can apply for student finance for undergraduate 
full-time courses for 2026 entry from 23rd March.  Apply 
online for student finance - GOV.UK 

 

Webinars to support students and parents/carers with understanding Student Finance 

There are two useful upcoming webinars for students and parents, hosted by UEA: 

• 24th March 4.30-5.15pm - Disabled Students' Allowance - Applying for Disabled Students’ 

Allowance can be daunting, and many people don’t realise they are eligible for funding. This 

webinar from UEA will help you to understand what DSA is, the funding you might be entitled 

to, and how to apply. You’ll also hear from current students about their experience of applying 

for DSA.HE Guidance: Applying For Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) With Higher Education 

Advisers From University of East Anglia - Channel Talent - Interactive school webinars 

Unifrog Virtual University Fair - 18th March 4.00-6.30pm 

From finance to nursing, law to creative arts, and engineering to teaching the Unifrog Subject Discovery 

Fair is a great opportunity to find out all about studying at university and get all your questions 

answered by the experts. Join over 30 universities from across the UK to speak to their representatives 

via Q&A, and attend live sessions delivered by university academics to get an insight into the exciting 

subjects and trending topics you could be studying at university. 

Subject Discovery Fair 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/event/he-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia/?utm_campaign=Recruitment+non-target+teacher+newsletter+50+-+March+2026&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.channeltalent.co.uk%2fevent%2fhe-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia%2f&sfmc_id=0035J00000EyzExQAJ&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_id=1448063
https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/event/he-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia/?utm_campaign=Recruitment+non-target+teacher+newsletter+50+-+March+2026&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.channeltalent.co.uk%2fevent%2fhe-guidance-applying-for-disabled-students-allowance-dsa-with-higher-education-advisers-from-university-of-east-anglia%2f&sfmc_id=0035J00000EyzExQAJ&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_id=1448063
https://webapp.spotme.com/login/eventspace/subject-discovery-fair


Three Opportunities with the NHS Lincolnshire Talent Academy during the Easter Holidays: 

Aspiring Medics 2026 

Explore a career that transforms lives through exceptional communication, strong leadership, rigorous 

research, and a compassionate, holistic approach to care. 

Scheduled for Wednesday, 8th April, at Pilgrim Hospital, Boston, or on Thursday, 9th April, at Lincoln 

County Hospital, from 8:30am-1:00 pm, this event is open to young people in Year 12 aged 16 to 17, 

living or educated in Lincolnshire. 

Supported by the Undergraduate Medical Education Team, participants will discover the skills and 

knowledge essential for a future in medicine. 

What to expect: 

· Meet the ULTH Undergraduate Medical Education Team – ask questions and gain insights from 

professionals who understand what it’s like to pursue a career in medicine. 

· Join engaging talks – explore important topics such as ethics, confidentiality, patients’ rights, and 

professionalism. 

· Take part in hands-on clinical skills workshops – develop practical skills essential for a career in 

medicine. 

This is an excellent opportunity for young individuals eager to embark on a career in medicine. To learn 

more or book a place, visit: https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/ 

 

Aspiring Physiotherapy 2026 

This event is running on Thursday 16th April, at Pilgrim Hospital, Boston, 9.00am-3:30pm and is open to 

young people aged 14-19 years, living or educated in Lincolnshire. 

It will be delivered by NHS healthcare professionals and offers a valuable opportunity to discover what 

it’s like to work as a physiotherapist within the NHS. Participants will engage in workshops and 

informative sessions, including: 

· Q&A sessions with physiotherapy staff across a range of roles in a hospital team 

· University taster sessions led by current Physiotherapy students 

· Workshops exploring the use of specialist equipment 

· Simulated sessions and case studies demonstrating how physiotherapists working within a hospital 

support patients to live an independent life 

This is an excellent opportunity for young individuals eager to embark on a career working within health 

and care. To learn more or book a place, visit: https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/ 

 

https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/
https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/


Aspiring Occupational Therapy 2026 

Explore a career that sees beyond diagnosis and limitations, supporting independence and helping 

people live life to the fullest. 

This event is on Friday 17th April, at Pilgrim Hospital, Boston, 9.00am-3:30 pm and is open to young 

people aged 14-19 years, living or educated in Lincolnshire. 

Delivered by NHS healthcare professionals, this event offers a valuable opportunity to discover the skills 

and knowledge required for a career in Occupational Therapy. Participants will engage in workshops and 

informative sessions, including: 

· Q&A sessions with staff from a variety of roles within the Occupational Therapy team 

· University taster sessions led by current Occupational Therapy students 

· Workshops exploring the use of specialist equipment 

· Simulated sessions and case studies demonstrating how Occupational Therapists support patients to 

live an independent life. 

This is an excellent opportunity for young individuals eager to embark on a career working within health 

and care. To learn more or book a place, visit: https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/ 

 

 

 

  

https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/


Volunteer Police Cadets 

The Volunteers Police Cadets is a nationally recognised, police uniformed youth group, open to 

teenagers from all backgrounds aged between 13 and 18.  It aims to promote a practical understanding 

of policing, to encourage the spirit of adventure and good citizenship and to inspire young people to 

participate positively in their communities. 

In Lincolnshire, cadets are supported by police officers, police staff and adult volunteers.  Sessions are 

every Wednesday during school term times at the following police stations: Lincoln, Boston, Bourne, 

Spalding, Grantham and Skegness. 

Cadet recruitment opens on 1st April until 13th May.  Please see the flyer for details. 

 

 

Lincolnshire Fire Cadets 

Please see the information below about the Lincolnshire Fire Cadets programme for 13–17-year-olds: 

Apply to become a fire cadet – Lincolnshire County Council 

  

https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/firefighter-recruitment/apply-become-fire-cadet


Taylors Bulbs, Holbeach – Summer Jobs 

Taylors Bulbs, Holbeach, is recruiting 18-year-olds for summer jobs.  Please see the attachment for 

details. 

 

Support: 

As always, I can be contacted by email if parents or students in any year group have any queries: 

Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

Mrs Bushell, Careers Leader 

  

mailto:Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk


Other notices and information 

 

Upcoming diary dates: 

Thursday 12th March Year 8 Parents' Evening 

Tuesday 17th March Whole School photograph 

Thursday 19th March Year 12 Parents' Evening 

Friday 20th March Red Nose Day non-uniform and Fringe Friday 2 

Week commencing Monday 23rd March Year 10 work experience week 

Friday 27th March Year 7 and Year 8 Eggstravaganza 

Thursday 2nd April End of term 4 

Tuesday 21st April Start of term 5 

Family advice 

EastMidsRelationships is offering free webinars for parents, aimed at giving support to parents and 

carers to enable them to make things feel calmer and more secure at home. 

Please see the link here for more information and for the links to the webinars. 

https://www.eastmidsrelationships.org/parents
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