
 



Spalding High School weekly bulletin 4th 
December 2025 

This week, from Mrs Anderson, Headmistress 

Christmas markets are a tradition many of us enjoy each year. Christmas markets are thought to have 

begun more than 700 years ago across Europe. The earliest versions appeared in the late Middle Ages, 

around the 1300s, in parts of Germany and Austria. Back then, they were not called Christmas markets 

but were just winter markets that allowed people to buy food and supplies to prepare for the cold 

months ahead. 

Over time, these markets started to take place during Advent, the weeks leading up to Christmas. As the 

celebration of Christmas grew, so did the markets. People began selling festive items like handmade 

toys, carvings, candles and sweets. One of the oldest known Christmas markets is the Striezelmarkt in 

Dresden, Germany, first recorded in 1434. Another famous one is in Nuremberg, known for its 

gingerbread and beautiful decorations. 

Christmas markets were not just about shopping; they were places where communities gathered. 

Friends and families would meet to enjoy warm drinks, food, music and the cheerful atmosphere. In 

many towns, the markets became a symbol of togetherness and the start of the holiday season. 

Today, Christmas markets can be found all over the world. Many are held in big city markets with bright 

lights, hundreds of stalls and thousands of visitors.  Many of our students may have visited Lincoln 

Christmas Market, which for years was the largest Christmas market in the UK. 

The Lincoln Christmas Market began in 1982, when three city councillors visited the Christmas market in 

Lincoln’s German twin town, Neustadt an der Weinstrasse and decided to bring the concept home. At 

first, it was very modest with just 11 stalls but over the years it grew enormously. By the 2010s there 

were more than 200 stalls, plus a funfair, live music, festive lights and dramatic medieval settings around 

Lincoln Cathedral and Lincoln Castle. At its peak, the market drew around 250,000 to 320,000 

visitors over the four-day event.  However, the market officially ended in 2023 on safety and 

overcrowding grounds. 

Christmas markets might also be smaller events in towns or village halls, or in the case of the High 

School, the School Hall!  It really was a whole school event this week, as more than fifty stallholders set 

out their wares of homemade crafts, goodies and sweet treats.  There were also a number of 

competitions, raffles and chances to win.  The hall, as always, was packed with students and staff 

exploring the goodies on offer.  Thank you to our organisers (Mrs Ray and Mrs Connolly), all the elves 

who helped with moving things and setting up/clearing away and of course, to everyone who took part. 

Most importantly, the High School Christmas Fair marked this beloved tradition that blended history, 

community and Christmas spirit all in one place and carried the same spirit as Christmas markets across 

the world and over hundreds of years; bringing people together to celebrate joy, tradition and the 

warmth of the season. 



Student of the Week 

 

 

Please find here the latest Student of the Week nominations.  

Nominations can be made by both teaching and support staff and can be subject related or community 
focused.  



Sports News 

 

This term 7N have been working on creating some rhythmic gymnastics routines in pairs using 

choreographic elements and a ball/ hoop. They performed their routines in front of the class, and I was 

really pleased with their end products which included a range of different moves, ways to travel and 

balances. Well done 7N! 

 



 

This week twelve Year 7s took to the netball courts to represent SHS for the first time in a match against 

UALS. Although many of the team were completely new to competitive netball, they showed fantastic 

determination, teamwork and enthusiasm from start to finish.  

From the first whistle, the girls worked hard to apply what they have been learning in lessons and 

training. As the match progressed, their confidence grew and they began to move the ball much more 

smoothly through the court. There were some brilliant defensive interceptions, great movement in the 

attacking circle and lots of communication between players. Most importantly, every member of the 

team gave their best effort and demonstrated real sportsmanship throughout the game.  

SHS won 6-2. 

A special mention to Charley who was awarded players' player. 

Year 8 have been choreographing gymnastic routines this term focusing on individual, pair, trio and 

group balances. The final routine performances were excellent, and the images show some of the 

highlights. Well done 8S!  

 



 

 

 

On the 23rd November the Grammar School and the High School Year 11s and Year 13s were given the 

amazing opportunity to be flag bearers at Twickenham due to their efforts in their respective ‘Touch to 

Twickenham’ tournament.  

The long day started with departure from SGS at 7.45am in order to reach Twickenham in time to 

complete off the pitch and on the pitch banner rehearsals. The students then had some free time to 

wander around the stadium, visit the gift shop and try some of the food vendors on offer. During this 



time some students won mini rugby ball mementos, and their day was made when they met Love Island 

winners Sanam Harrinanan and Kai Fagan.  

We then met 30 minutes before the game started to put the kit on and get the banners ready to unveil 

them in front of 80,000 people and on national TV! We then watched the game with front row seats 

behind the tryline. The game was exciting to watch and finished with a win for England 27-23. It really 

was a once in a lifetime experience which our students fully embraced.   

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Science News 

 

Please see details of the Science Department competition for the School Centenary. 



Library News 

 

 

6th form Library Committee Winter Reading Challenge 

What are you enjoying reading this winter? Tell us about it and you may win a prize.  

Happy Reading  

https://forms.office.com/e/4Vy51pKY7a 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/4Vy51pKY7a


Book reviews 

 

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 

The Night Circus was really fun to read and theorize about. It follows two characters, Marco and Celia, 
who are forced to compete against each other with their displays of magic, using the Night Circus as 

their venue. As more time passes, the more extreme the game gets and more innocents are roped into 
it. Then they uncover a game-changing detail that becomes a seemingly impossible problem to solve. It 

was interesting to read the different perspectives and piece together the full scope of each moment. 
The whole story is brimming not only with magic but also growing tension as more secrets are revealed 

and even more are piled up. I didn't really expect too much from this book when I first saw it but it 
exceeded all my expectations. The book is mainly focused around romance and magic but has other 

genres in there as well. 

Personally, I really loved this book and I hope that you do too! 

Mia 9C 



 

The Den by Keith Gray 

The story is set one summer when a group of friends go out on their bikes and find an abandoned 
underground bunker in the haunted woods. 

The characters are Rory, Greg, Sam, Trev and Marshall, his sister Laney and their dad and mum. I liked 
this story because it was adventurous and intriguing and explores the gang’s friendships and rivalry. I 

would recommend it to anyone aged 10 and above who likes a mystery. 

Julia 7N 



Music News 

 

 



Charity News 

 

Bring a Tin Day 12th December 2025 

We will be holding our annual "Bring a Tin Day" in aid of Agape Foodbank in Spalding on Friday 12th 

December.  

Agape is a charity that provides support and food to homeless people and those struggling financially in 

Spalding and the local area. This Christmas, Agape are again collecting donations and we would like to 

continue to help them in supporting people in need. We ask that students bring an item of non-

perishable food (or more if you feel able to) and we will deliver them all to the local branch. This will 

make a huge difference to children and families living in Spalding. We will send a list of items needed to 

families soon. 

To promote the festive spirit the day will be a non-uniform day at School - please feel free to wear your 

festive Christmas jumpers!  

Please see the lists from Agape of items that would be particularly useful to the foodbank for the 

Christmas period. 



 



 

 

Items marked with * are particularly useful. 



Careers News 

 

Year 10 Work Experience – 23rd-27th March 2026 

Well done to Year 10 students who have already found work experience placements for March and 

added their details, their employer’s details and their parents’ details onto the Unifrog Placements Tool 

which we are using in school to manage work experience administration. Could students who have not 

yet found a placement please continue to make enquiries to try to get their placement secured as soon 

as possible. We are aiming to have all students logged on the placements tool by the end of this term. 

Year 13 – University Applications and Offers 

If students have already received all their offers from the universities they selected for their application, 

they do not have to choose their firm and insurance choices immediately, unless they are 100% 

certain.  In their UCAS hub, it will give a deadline date by which they will need to choose.  I advise 

students to give it some time, think it through and possibly attend offer holder days in the New Year. 



 

Should I become a doctor? Webinar opportunity 

The Lincolnshire Training Hub is hosting a webinar on 11th December 6.30-8.00pm for students in Years 
9-11 to find out more about possibly studying Medicine at university. Please see the flyer for details. 

Support: 

As always, I can be contacted by email if parents or students in any year group have any queries: 

Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

Mrs Bushell, Careers Leader 

mailto:Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk


Other notices and information 

 

 

Upcoming diary dates: 

5th December Year 7 & 8 Christmas Disco & Bingo at Spalding Grammar School 

12th December Bring a Tin day (see information within Charity News above) and Staff Pantomime (see 

poster attached) 

15th December Christmas concert 

16th and 17th December Christmas Lunch - see menus attached 

17th December Christmas Service at St Mary and St Nicholas Church 

19th December (Friday) Last day of term 

6th January (Tuesday) First day of Spring term 
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