
 



Spalding High School weekly bulletin 14th 
November 2025 

This week, from Mrs Anderson, Headmistress 

Last night, hundreds of Year 11 students from across the local area attended the High School Sixth Form 

Information Evening.  The School was buzzing and it was a delight to see staff and current Sixth Formers 

enthusiastically talking about their subject with the next potential generation of A Level students. 

I am pleased that so many students are currently considering the School for their post-16 education, and 

I hope that what they saw and heard will confirm that a decision to come to the Sixth Form is the correct 

one. We have an automatic progression route for all of our current Year 11 students providing the Sixth 

Form admission criteria are met. Students currently studying at other schools will also find a route here 

and increasing numbers year on year make this their school of choice. 

Clearly, as a grammar school, academic excellence is at the heart of what we do.  We have an inspiring 

range of subjects on offer and engaging, passionate teachers who thrive at Sixth Form level and really 

bring their subjects to life. We have further courses available in an Enrichment Block, allowing students 

to broaden their horizons and enhance their CV without sacrificing one of their valuable A Level slots. 

This may be a complementary academic subject, an extended project or something more practical. 

Our aim is that we continue to provide consistently first-class outstanding education for students – not 

just academic qualifications but the whole package. The Sixth Form is more than the academic.  

It is about fully rounded individuals with a diverse range of extracurricular opportunities and excellent 

pastoral support that students have available to them. Students are also individually supported through 

our Careers provision so that they are best placed to make an informed decision about their futures 

after the Sixth Form.  For most students, this will be transition to university and the School has 

outstanding UCAS guidance, advice and support. Students are also supported into other progression 

routes such as increasingly popular degree apprenticeships, employment-based training schemes and 

the world of work. 

This is an exciting time for Sixth Form provision in Spalding! Our community extends beyond just these 

four walls, and we are delighted to be working ever closer with our brother school, Spalding Grammar in 

co-teaching and sharing a number of A Level subjects. This already works successfully in a number of 

subject areas and, for many years, we have co-taught Latin, Music, French, German, Spanish, English, 

Business and Economics and both schools look forward to working with each other more and more in 

the future 

The collaboration gives us greater flexibility for meeting student subject choices. It is educationally 

beneficial to have students working together in bigger mixed groups and also enables us to continue 

delivering subjects which might traditionally recruit smaller numbers. We cannot, at this stage, 

guarantee which courses will be co-taught as it depends on your choices.  If, by co-teaching a subject, 



we can ensure it runs we will do our best to make that happen. The final confirmed list will be made 

once we have all of your application forms in and know what you want to study.  

Both schools encourage students to attend both open evenings, and both taster days in January not 

least of all because we cannot confirm yet where the subjects will be co-taught and it is important that 

you meet the staff at both schools who may be teaching you. Spalding High and Spalding Grammar have 

standardised entry requirements and a joint common application form which is through Microsoft 

Forms after the January Taster Days. 

Our collaboration means that students who want to study in Spalding can stay in Spalding doing the 

subjects they want to study. 

Important Dates: 

• Tuesday 27th January 2026            Spalding High School Taster Day 

• Thursday 29th January 2026          Spalding Grammar School Taster Day 

• Friday 30th January 2026                Application Form available 

• Tuesday 3rd March 2026                 Application deadline 

• W/C 23rd March 2026                      Conditional Sixth Form offers made 

• Tuesday 28th April 2026                  Deadline for acceptance of offer 

• Thursday 2nd July 2026                    High School Induction Day/Grammar School Freshers’ Day 

• Thursday 20th August 2026           GCSE Results and Sign On Day. 

See the School website for more information regarding Sixth Form application, subject information and 

registration details, or contact Mrs French (High School) or Mrs Abraham (Grammar School).  

Hazel.french@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

jabraham@spaldinggrammar.lincs.sch.uk 
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Launch of Spalding High School Facebook page 

To assist in increasing the methods in which we communicate with parents, students and external 
partners, we have created a new Facebook page. 

It is hoped that this will complement the information already shared with parents and students on the 
Weekly Bulletin and also on the website. 

The page will be used to provide information, add reminders of events and share news about what we 
have been doing in school. 

Please use this link to follow our page and find out more..  Spalding High School Facebook   We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583234412116


Student of the Week commencing 3rd November 2025 

 



 

Please find here the latest Student of the Week nominations. Nominations can be made by both teaching and support staff and 
can be subject related or community focused. 

  



Sports News 

 

 

On Wednesday 5th November the Under 14 football team travelled to Soham Village College to play in 
Round 3 of the ESFA National Cup.  

Unfortunately, the team did not play to their potential and were second to the ball on too many 
occasions, leading to us exiting the cup. Despite this there were some very good individual 

performances which didn't go unnoticed, from the defensive back line and Holly who worked really 
hard.  

Player of the match goes to Annika who was outstanding at centre back, sweeping around the backline 
and making crucial tackles throughout the game. Your work rate and desire could not be faulted.  



 

The Year 7 netball team played their very first match together this week against Bourne Grammar 
School.  

It was an exciting and closely contested game, with both teams showing great determination and 
teamwork throughout. Considering this was their first time playing together as a team, the performance 
was very impressive and full of promise for the season ahead. Despite a fantastic effort from all players, 

the match ended 3-4.  

Well done to everybody that took part, you represented the School brilliantly! 

 

The Year 9 and 11 netball teams took to the courts this week to face Bourne Grammar in what proved to 

be an exciting afternoon of competition and teamwork. 

The Year 9 team showed fantastic determination and effort throughout their game. Despite some 

excellent defensive work and great passing in the centre court, they were defeated by a strong Bourne 

side. The players should be proud of their teamwork, communication and positive attitude right to the 

final whistle. 

The Year 11 team demonstrated their experience and skill, putting on a confident and composed 

performance. Their accurate shooting and tight defence earned them a well-deserved win. It was a great 

game to start the season and practice for their county competition. 

Well done to both teams for representing the school so well! 



 

1 - Year 9 

 

2 - Year 11 

County Netball Tournament 

On Saturday 8th November our Year 11 Netball team represented South Lincolnshire at the County 

Netball Tournament. Competing against some of the strongest teams in the region, the girls showed 

fantastic skill, determination and team spirit throughout the day. After a series of closely contested 

matches the team finished 7th overall - a great achievement. Well done Year 11, you are a testament to 

the School - you demonstrated excellent sportsmanship, positive attitude and your resilience was clear 

in every game. You should be extremely proud of your efforts.  

Finally a big thank you to Ms Tian for scoring and to the students’ parents for their support on the day.  

Results: 

SHS VS Castor Grammar 1-4  

SHS VS Bourne Grammar 6-2 WON 

SHS VS Branston Academy 3-9 



SHS VS Tollbar 10-0 WON 

SHS VS KEVIGS 5-9 

SHS VS KGGS 3-13 

SHS VS Stamford 4-7 

SHS VS Branston Academy 6-8 

Please see following some photos from the day. 

 

 



 

 

 



Maths News 

 

Last month, 54 students from Years 11, 12 and 13 took part in the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge, a 

national competition for students in Year 11 and older, that encourages mathematical reasoning, 

precision and problem-solving. 

We are delighted to share that over 60% of our participants received bronze, silver, or gold certificates! 

A special mention goes to Brioney Sweeting (13NG) and Edvinas Rudokas (12SC), who performed 

exceptionally well and have qualified for the next stage – the Senior Kangaroo. Other students who also 

received a silver certificate in KS5:  

Dominic Blawuciak 

Holly Gleave 

Zofia Nowak 

Ignas 

Sophie Smith 

Sky Salkeld 

Zainub Jaffer 



Abbie Rowbottom 

Karolis Bledis 

Bella Li 

Seth Cook 

Neev Wahiwala 

Congratulations also to Ava Judkins (11P), who was the top performer in Year 11, and Karolina Gren 

(11C), both earning a Silver certificate for their fantastic score. 

Well done to all our students for their enthusiasm and success in this challenging national competition! 

 

 



 

 



 

Science News 

 

Please see details of the Science Department competition for the School Centenary. 



Anti-Bullying Week 2025 - Power for Good 

 

This week, our School came together to take part in Anti-Bullying Week 2025, a national campaign 

dedicated to promoting kindness, respect and inclusion across all communities. The theme this year 

‘Power for Good’, reminded us all of the importance of speaking out and supporting our peers. 

The School Council took the lead by hosting assemblies for all year groups. Through powerful 

presentations and inspiring videos they explored the definition of bulling and encouraged students to 

use whatever influence, skills, or resources they have to make things better for others and the world 

around them. 

A big thank you to the School Council for their delivery of the assemblies this week! Well done! 

 



Library News 

 

Our book clubs are off to a fantastic start and it has been wonderful to have so many students (both 

familiar faces and new additions) join us! 

We look forward to seeing the Year 9-11 Crime Club on Friday 14th November to discuss Agency for 

Scandal and get next term’s read (The Thursday Murder Club) issued. Whether you loved it, loathed it or 

never got to reading it, come along to join the discussion. 

Next week on Tuesday (18th) we will be recommending books with a G in the title or author’s name in 

the Key Stage 3 Book Club and on Friday 21st, The Sixth Form will be recommending B books. 

Happy reading! 

Mrs Lees and Miss O'Sullivan 



 

Under a Dancing Star by Laura Wood 

This is by far one of the best books I have ever read. The story follows Bea, a young woman from a 
struggling aristocratic family in 1930's England. Bea refuses to follow the societal norms that are 
expected of her, and she ends up being sent to live with her bohemian uncle and his glamourous fiancée 
in Italy. Italy is all Bea ever wanted, far different from the dreary, grey country she is used to. Bea 
immediately clashes with Ben, a young artist who is working with her uncle. But, as they spend more 
and more time together, Bea realizes that maybe Ben isn't so bad after all. 

This book is a beautiful mix of many different genres, combining enemies to lovers with fake dating. I 
really enjoyed the representation of Bea not wanting to fit those expectations of her, and her wanting to 
choose her own path in life. The story has very good setting for the time period, mentioning the scandal 
of women wearing trousers and the rise of Italian Fascist leader Mussolini. I also enjoyed how I was 
thrust straight into the story, and rather than being given all the key information at the start, I learnt 
things about each character along the way, like I was getting to know them. I think that anyone of any 
age who enjoys historical books and romance will very much love this book as much as I do. The book 
doesn't drag along at any point either, I read it in the span of three days and couldn't put it down once! 
Overall, I think "Under a Dancing Star" was extremely well-written, historically accurate and thoroughly 
enjoyable to read. 

Ayla 10S 



 

The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller 

At the beginning of Year 8, I chose this book as my first to read for my scheme. I put it into my award 
winning section and even though it took a while to get into, it was definitely worth it. As I finished the 
book, I felt the pull to reread it again and again. At this point in time, I have reread The Song of Achilles 
three times and it never fails to make me cry and smile. 

The Song Of Achilles is written by Madeline Miller and is an LGBTQ+ romance between Achilles, son of 
the sea nymph Thetis and Peleus the king of the Myrmidons, and his chosen companion Patroclus, son 
of Menoetius, whose mother was married off to Menoetius when she was just fourteen. 

The book is written from the perspective of Patroclus, whose father is constantly pressuring him to be 
better. Patroclus is exiled to Phthia after accidentally killing a nobleman's son, where he then meets his 
love interest, Achilles. After Achilles choses Patroclus as his companion, the two train and learn 
together, trying to avoid Thetis' negative influence as she is very unhappy with Achilles choice of 
companionship. They eventually have to go to war together, to support Agamemnon as he attempts to 
retrieve his brother Menelaus' wife, Helen, from Troy. Tragedy strikes as Patroclus puts on Achilles' 
armour and goes out to fight instead of him. 

Overall, I truly enjoyed this book and it helped me get back into reading for enjoyment. I would 
recommend this book to anyone and everyone as even though the book is centred on romance the 
ending is tragic. It is really incredibly written, as is anything by Madeline Miller. 



Megan 10J 

Modern Foreign Languages News 

 

 

See the attached, organised by the Modern Foreign Languages department. 



Classics News 

 

Classics trip to the British Museum and The Bacchae at the National Theatre 

On the 29th of October, students from years 8-13 travelled to London with the main purpose of 

watching a Greek play, The Bacchae. 

After leaving Spalding at 7am on a drizzly, grey autumnal morning, the first stop on our agenda was the 

British Museum. The museum is filled with incredible artefacts from all over the world and we looked 

especially at the Greek and Roman exhibits, despite their contentious presence in the UK.  

Rather unexpectedly the fire alarm went off, which required a partial evacuation but that did not detract 

from the time spent at the museum where students were happily engaged with a scavenger hunt, 

prepared by Charlotte, a Year 13 Classics prefect. There was also a best photo and best team name 

competition. The winners were the Maenads with a stunning picture of the East pediment Parthenon 

statues. 



 

The Bacchae is an Ancient Greek play written by Euripides centred around the God of Theatre, 

Dionysus,’ return to Thebes to reunite with his mortal mother’s family and finally get them to recognise 

and honour him as a god. Dionysus was born from the Theban princess, Semele, who died after his 

father, Zeus revealed his true form to her, causing Zeus to place Dionysus in his thigh to continue 

growing, hence why Dionysus is known as the ‘twice born god.’ Upon his return, Dionysus realises his 

family are still refusing to acknowledge his god status, so he puts all of the Theban women under his 

spell, causing them to abandon their homes and flee to Mount Cithaeron to worship him as the 

maenads (the mad women). The mad women included Semele’s own sister, Agave, mother of Pentheus. 

Pentheus, The King of Thebes, refuses to acknowledge Dionysus as a god and orders his capture. Even 

after being imprisoned, Dionysus escapes his cell and exerts his influence over Pentheus, causing him to 

abandon his original principles and go to the mountainside to see the maenads, and his mother, for 

himself. Pentheus is spotted by the women, who then tear him apart, with Agave being the one who 

takes her own son’s head without realising what she has done. 

The play we went to see had been adapted from the original Greek text to a more modern version, 

bringing in key political themes from today that are relevant to the original story, alongside more 

modern language and relatable audience references. The chorus (a group of singers and dancers) were 

dynamic and lively women who told the story through song and dance, just as it would have been done 

in the ancient times, except with a more modern rap style in their songs.  

One of the main features of the performance was the three-tiered, movable stage, which could be 

shifted depending on who was on the scene, visually reflecting the tone and characters. 

 When the maenads (the mad women that made up the chorus) were on stage the three tiers were 

moved to be stacked haphazardly on top of one another, symbolising the chaos on stage. On the other 

hand, during the scenes inside Pentheus’ palace, the stage was stacked neatly, symbolising the order of 

the palace which has a clear structure. Alongside the stage were multiple ceiling hung props, including a 

large, white horse puppet, a wardrobe filled with dresses for Pentheus to disguise himself as a maenad, 

and a moveable tree branch for Pentheus to perch himself on. 

It was a brilliant day out, and everyone who went definitely enjoyed the show, whether it was the songs, 

jokes, or acting, it kept us all engaged and entertained for an hour and forty-five minutes!  

Sadly the show only ran until the 31st October.  



Alice, Year 13 Classics prefect 

 

SEND News 

 

Study Skills Workshop 

Please see information on a forthcoming online workshop from the Dyslexia Outreach Team. 

The workshop is aimed at providing secondary pupils (and above) with supportive strategies for 
organising and retaining learning and is open to all pupils that feel they would benefit; pupils do not 
need to have a diagnosed learning difference to attend. Please refer to the poster for details on how to 
attend this session.  



Celebrating the Individual: Joellyn, Year 13 

 

A huge congratulations is in order for one of our students, Joellyn, who recently had the incredible 

opportunity to perform with the UK’s National Youth orchestra and their Inspire program. 

The orchestra, which brings together some of the most dedicated young musicians in the UK, held a full-

day orchestral workshop on Saturday 1st November in London. The event was a massive success, with 

the orchestra playing a short but immersive performance with a challenging and beautiful programme 

showcasing the talented young musicians. 

For many of us, it's hard to imagine the level of dedication required to reach this stage. While we see the 

amazing final performance, we often don't see the years of practice, the gruelling auditions, and the 

countless hours of rehearsals that go on behind the scenes. 

Joellyn’s achievement in gaining a place and performing as a violinist in such a prestigious orchestra is a 

true testament to her passion and relentless hard work especially whilst managing the workload of 4 A-

levels . It is a fantastic example of the amazing things our students are accomplishing both inside and 

outside of school. 

We are incredibly proud to have her representing our school community. Well done, Joellyn! 



 

 



Careers News 

 

Year 10 Work Experience – 23rd-27th March 2026 

Well done to Year 10 students who have already found work experience placements for March and 

added their details, their employer’s details and their parents’ details onto the Unifrog Placements Tool 

which we are using in school to manage work experience administration.  Could students who have not 

yet found a placement please continue to make enquiries to try to get their placement secured as soon 

as possible.  We are aiming to have all students logged on the placements tool by the end of this term. 

Student Finance Webinars 

For parents/carers and students interested in finding out more about student finance for university, 

there are two upcoming online events on 17th November and 25th November.  Please see the 

registration links below: 

HE Guidance: Student Finance - Supporting Your Young Person - A Parent/Carer Event With Lois 

Braysher & Benjamin Pettitt, Higher Education Advisers From University of East Anglia - Channel Talent - 

Interactive school webinars 

HE Guidance: How Do You Pay For University & Manage Your Money Once You’re There? Student 

Finance, Scholarships & Budgeting Tips With Harry Ward & Chris Hakes, Higher Education Advisers From 

University of East Anglia - Channel Talent - Interactive school webinars 
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Meet Local Employers Webinar 

The Greater Lincolnshire Careers Hub is hosting a webinar on Thursday 20th November from 6.00-

7.00pm for students in Years 10-13, parents/carers and teachers to find out more from employers in the 

local community.  This is a superb opportunity for students who do not wish to pursue higher education 

and would like to learn about opportunities on offer.  Please see the information and registration link 

here: 

Grow Your Future: Meet Local Employers - Greater Lincolnshire Webinar - Pathway CTM 

 

https://pathwayctm.com/event/grow-your-future-meet-local-employers-greater-lincolnshire-webinar/


 

  



InvestIn – Free Webinars 

InvestIn delivers immersive work experience programmes.  There is a cost for these.  However, InvestIn 

also offers several free opportunities such as upcoming webinars with industry professionals.  Please see 

the flyer for information.  For monitoring purposes, could students please let me know if they sign up 

and attend. 

 

Support: 

As always, I can be contacted by email if parents or students in any year group have any queries: 

Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 

Mrs Bushell, Careers Leader 

mailto:Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk


Other notices and information 

 

Upcoming diary dates: 

14th November Non-uniform day in aid of Children in Need 

18th November SHS and SGS PFA meeting - 6pm at Spalding High School 

20th November Year 11 Parents' Evening 

21st November mock MFL orals start 

26-27th November mock Art exam 



28th November Christmas Tree competition 

1st December Year 11 and 13 mocks start 

5th December Year 7 & 8 Christmas Disco at Spalding High School & Bingo @ Spalding Grammar School 

12th December Bring a Tin day 

15th December Christmas concert 

19th December (Friday) Last day of term 

6th January (Tuesday) First day of Spring term 
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