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Spalding High School
Weekly Bulletin 2nd October 2025

Hello and welcome to the new look Spalding High School weekly bulletin.

This week, from Mrs Anderson, Headmistress

You will no doubt notice this week that we have moved the weekly School Bulletin to Sway - in hopes
that it will be more user friendly for those parents, students and staff who read it on their phones - let
us know what you think!

Last week | spent my weekly editorial focusing on Macmillan and the amazing work the charity
undertakes in support of those touched by cancer. The School really did rise to the challenge for
Friday's coffee morning! The hall was overwhelmed with homemade bakes, cakes and biscuits together
with an array of shop bought treats, all of which were enthusiastically received (and eaten) by the
hundreds of students and staff who came along to support the event at break and lunchtime. Hundreds,
and | mean, literally hundreds of people filled the hall, all trying to make an impossible choice of what to
have, given the incredible range of treats of offer! I'm sure lots went back for seconds and thirds and |
even saw a few students leave the hall with plates and trays of cakes! THANK YOU everyone for your
support - be it because you baked or bought or came along to support - over £550 was raised on the
day, all of which will be donated to this amazing charity!

Thank you also to everyone who has submitted an entry to the Centenary Writing Competition. We are
now looking forward to reading and judging the entries submitted. The deadline has not yet been
reached for the Christmas Card competition (details inside) and so you still have time to submit your
entry. Next week we will launch the next competition - so keep an eye on the bulletin for that!

Amazing news for the Y11 Netball Team - well done!



Student of the Week commencing 22nd September 2025
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Please find here the latest Student of the Week nominations. Nominations can be made by both teaching and support staff and
can be subject related or community focused.

Centenary Art Competitions
Centenary Art Competition:

The three editions of the HQ to be published during this academic year will have the Centenary
celebrations and competitions running as a major theme - 105 Years On Part 1, 2 and 3!

Design one of the front covers for the three centenary editions. Your work must be portrait in
orientation and all your own work.

Deadline: Friday 3rd October. Hand your artwork in to Reception making sure your name and form are
written on the reverse.

Centenary Christmas Card Competition:

The official SHS Christmas Card will be a special Centenary Edition! Are you the designer of our 105
Christmas Card 20257

Designs can be portrait or landscape and must be all your own work. Deadline: Friday 9th October.
Hand your artwork in to Reception making sure your name and form are written on the reverse.

M K Anderson, Headmistress

Sports News




1 - Congratulations to the Year 11 Netball team on your tournament victory!

Through determination, teamwork and unstoppable spirit, the Year 11 netball team showed us what passion and persistence
can achieve. From sharp accurate passes to perfectly timed interceptions and those all-important goals, every player played
their part making them undefeated tournament champions. The Year 11 team won all six games with an 18 goal, goal
difference.

A huge well done to all players. This victory is more than just a medal, it is testament to your hard work and belief in one
another! It has been a pleasure watching your netball skill and passion develop from Year 7 to now!

The Year 11s have qualified for the Netball County Championship which takes place on Saturday 8th November.

Miss Parker

2 - On Tuesday 23rd September the U13 (Year 7/8) football team played their first match in the ESFA National Cup against
Springwood High School. Having only had two training sessions, it was not only difficult to choose a team, but it was hard for the
students to play together when they hardly knew each other's names. The opposition were a tall and physical team made up of
predominantly Year 8 students.

We went 1-0 down in the first half having been beaten to the ball by the opposition's striker and didn't create many chances but
defended quite well. After a team talk and a few tactical changes at half-time we started the second half really well, creating a
lot more chances. This led to a goal by Cimmy to draw us level. With no second goal to separate the two sides we played 5
minutes of extra time, with chances at both ends there was still no goal to determine a winner. This meant we had to do a

penalty shootout to decide which team would progress into the next round.



Our goalkeeper Megan saved their first penalty, with our first 3 penalties scored by Annika, Evie and Maya. Unfortunately, the
last 2 penalties were saved whilst the oppositions were scored meaning we lost the shootout 4-3. A difficult way to end the first
game of the season but the team should be happy with their efforts during the game.

There were some very strong performances including a battling defensive shift from Izzy in her first game for SHS, but player of
the match goes to Annika who was formidable and nullified the opposition's attack throughout the game.

Thank you to Year 13 student Millie for refereeing the game - you did a great job.

3 - On Wednesday 24th September 13 pupils attended the first race of the Fenland cross country league. The Fenland cross
country league is a series of 4 races, with each race gaining individual and team points. The winning individuals/teams are the
ones that score the most points after all 4 races.

The next race is on the 13th October, 4.15pm in Peterborough.

Well done to all involved.

PE dept

4 - On Thursday 25th September, the Under 14 (Years 8/9) football team played their first game of the season in the ESFA
National Cup against Jack Hunt, Peterborough.

This was a great way to start the season, playing 11-a-side and on the big pitch for the first time. A defensively strong
performance led to a clean sheet with no real chances given to the opposition.

Some really pleasing football with lots of one-twos and a strong desire to be first to the ball we created lots of goal scoring
opportunities. We were clinical in front of goal and finished the game 7-0 winners putting us comfortably into the next round.

Well done to Ruby and Lily for scoring two deserving goals for their hard work, Darcy for scoring a brace and Kaelyn for scoring a
hattrick. Player of the match goes to Kaelyn for her relentless pressure on the opposition's defence and composure in front of
goal.



English News

Thank you to Year 13 student Millie for refereeing for us once again!

The Willoughby Memorial Trust

LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY

Moreley’s Lane, Corby Glen, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG33 4NL
www willoughbygallery.com

National
Poetry
Day

Registered Charity No. 527647 www.wil

LINCOLNSHIRE SCHOOLS

POETRY

COMPETITION 2025

A poem on the subject of - “Play” (National Poetry Day theme for 2025)

Open to pupils of Lincolnshire Schoois in the lonowmg groups as at 1st Sep'ember 2025
1st Prize 2nd Prize

Key Stage
1 (5-7 years) £|5 £10 tw
2 (8-10 years) £20 £15 £10
3 (11-14 years) £25 £20 £15
4 (15-16 years) £25 £20 £15

A 4th prize may be awarded at the Judge's discretion.
Entries will be judged by Ross Ayres, Stamford Poet Laureate.
Winning poems will be on display in the Library at the Willoughby Memorial Gallery from 12th until 28th
November 2025 (Tues. - Sun. 12 noon to 5 pm.) and published on www.willoughbygallery.com
Prize-winners will be invited to read their poems in the Library at a prize-giving evening on 28th November.

Conditions of Entry
«  Poems 1o be on the subject of ‘Play”, the theme for National Poetry Day (2nd October).
* Poems must be in English and no more than 40 lines long.
«  Poems should preferably be typed of must be written clearly in ink or ball-point pen on one side only of A4
paper.
Each poem should have clearly written at the bottom of the page the poet's name, Koy Stage number, age
of poet, date of birth and school—any entries not clearly marked may not be judged.
Each competitor may enter gne poem only.
No alterations may be made to poems once submitted.
Poems must be the original work of the entrant
No prize will be awarded in any class where entries are not of sufficient merit.
Poems will not be returned unless requested and a stamped addressed envelope enclosed.
The Judge's decision is final and no commespondence will be entered into regarding the decision

IR

Entries should be separately as
scanned from hand written originals) to poetry
or entries may be posted to:
W.M.T. Lincolnshire Schools Poetry Competition
clo Graham Underhill
Old School Yard
8 Bourne Road
Swinstead
Grantham, Lincs., NG33 4PQ

‘Word'

or jpegs (if
g y-.com

Enquiries, please telephone 01476 550972
Closing date for receipt of entries Monday 13n October 2025

5 - Poetry Competition

The English Department would like to make students aware of the Lincolnshire Schools’ competition to write a poem. Please
remember to let Mrs Lord know if you enter, and of course if you win!

Library News
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6 - Hitler's People by Professor Sir Richard J Evans (2024)

A thorough biographical account of key figures in the Third Reich (Nazi Germany), Evans moves beyond the traditional approach
of viewing Nazis through the lens of insanity or evil to better understand how and why they did what they did. In particular,
highlighting their cultural and social background, and the common thread of mishaps in their life (injury, family bankruptcy, loss
of job etc) that preceded their move into extremist politics.

This scholarly work is very accessible to the committed GCSE or A Level student, and is written by one of the most pre-eminent
historians of modern history.

Mr Hempsall
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7 - The Body in the Blitz by Robin Stevens

The Body in the Blitz is a great book! | would recommend it to anyone who likes murder mysteries or spy-related things. It is set
in the 1940s, when the war was on, and the location is in London. It has three children who are training to be spies whom have
previously solved a murder and found out about a secret spy. They found a body in a basement and wanted to find out what
happened. There are twists and turns on every page that leave you on edge reading it, and it is really surprising who did the
murder at the end. The three children also find out about secret smuggling and why the murderer wanted to kill the victim. It is
super interesting and full of wrong leads, strong suspects and interesting alibis.

I think it was an amazing book that left me hanging on every sentence!

Aruni 8C



Art news

Year 11 and Year 13 Art Trip — Tate Modern, London, Tuesday 23rd September 2025

Last week we had our annual Year 11 and Year 13 trip to the Tate Modern in London for our Art and
Photography students. This is a really exciting venue to visit, with a wealth of amazing artworks for
students to see up close and draw from in real life. Students were able to explore the gallery’s
permanent collection, and experience a wide variety of both contemporary and traditional artists,
ranging from drawing, painting, sculpture, multi-media, film, photography, installation and more.
Definitely something for everyone! The timing of this trip is excellent for both year groups embarking on
their sustained coursework project, which equates to 60% of their final grade. They were able to record
their day through drawing and photography, and make notes on potential artists and themes to inspire
their individual projects. Student behaviour and etiquette around the gallery was excellent throughout,
and it was a pleasure to run the trip for such a positive, mature and responsible group of students, we
can’t wait to see what you do next in your projects!

Mrs Tanner — Head of Art & Photography

Last Tuesday, both the Year 11 Art GCSE and the Year 13 Art/Photography A Level students went on a
trip to the Tate Modern in London. Being able to see the vast range of artwork and exhibitions that are
displayed within the gallery's collection is an amazing opportunity to expand on both students' taste in



art and their knowledge of different artists that they could potentially use as inspiration in their
projects.

For both year groups, this trip was especially useful as we are currently exploring artist research and
thematic contexts of our main project for our coursework. With an array of famous creatives currently
exhibited at the Tate, including Andy Warhol and Yayoi Kusama, it was very useful to see the artworks in
person, rather than through a presentation of screen. Being able to have these opportunities also opens
our eyes to lesser-known artists that would be suited for our projects.

Matthew Harper — 13NG

The trip on Tuesday was a very fun experience. It was interesting to see so many works, cultures and
experiences all portrayed in different forms and this helped our Personal Investigation as we were able
to see the new exhibitions that we might not have known about if we hadn’t gone.

Mimi Burke — 13GD

| found the Tate Modern art trip a great trip for expanding my ideas for upcoming artwork, by offering a
variety of modern artwork, installations and sculptures. | found many pieces of the artwork interesting
and enjoyed discovering the background meaning behind their work. | also enjoyed the freedom of
being able to go around with a small group of friends allowing time to draw and take photos from
different pieces of artwork.

Ellen Wright — 11N
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= 20 MAXIMUM
‘ : WEEKLY
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1:10-1:45pm

FUN crafts for ALL abilities

8 - Year 7/8 Art club will take place during lunch 1:10-1:45 pm on Wednesday Week 1. There will be themed weeks, and it will
be accessible for all abilities. These sessions will be a first come first served basis with a maximum of 20 students per session!

MASTERCLASSES
WEDNESDAY WEEK 2

Mg

Room#11 <

1:10'- 1:45pm (9-10)

Still tife.. Portrajture . Perspective Drawing’. Painting

MASTERCLASSES

9 - Art Masterclasses will begin on Wednesday Week 2 for Year 9/10/11 students by invitation only. Invitations will be
circulated via form trays, and you can speak to your class teacher for more information.

These Art clubs will be led by our Senior Prefect and Year 13 Art student Matthew Harper who has exceptional skills and is keen
to share all of the knowledge he has acquired through his own practice and time spent with the Royal Academy of Arts.



Charity News
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BE PART OF THE WORL.D'S

BIGGEST

COFFEE MORNING

Thank you to everyone who supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday last week - by donating
cakes and goodies and by donating to purchase them.

We raised just over £550 for this worthwhile cause which is fantastic.

Thank you again.



Bag2School

BAG 2
SCHOOL

We are pleased to announce that Spalding High School has organised a clothes & shoe collection with
Bag2School.

Bag2School is the UK'’s leading textile recycler and fundraiser working with schools and since its
inception in 2001 it has now paid out over £36 million.

As well as raising vitally needed funds for Spalding High School, it also helps the environment by helping
to divert unwanted textiles away from landfill. A recent DEFRA report has shown that textile collection
schemes are helping to reduce the volume of textiles discarded as municipal solid waste. However it is a
fact that as a nation we still send 350,000 tonnes of textiles to landfill every year.

By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your
cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the bag provided — this can include adults’
and children’s clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, handbags and soft toys, (please refer to
http://uk.bag2school.com/ for full details). In addition to raising much needed funds it will also raise
awareness amongst the children of the benefits of recycling and reuse.

If you fill the donation bag and still have more then you can use any other bag to donate your items and
don’t forget to ask grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a sort out as well!

Bag2School will be collecting from Spalding High School on Friday 17th October 2025. Please bring your
bag (or bags!) to Spalding High School and help us have a really good collection. You can bring your bag
(or bags!) any day during that week.

Many thanks indeed for helping us with this unique fundraising opportunity.



We accept the following ‘good quality’ items for RE-USE:
- Men’s, Ladies and Children’s clothing

- Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around)

- Handbags

- Hats

- Bags

- Scarves and ties

- Jewellery

- Lingerie

- Socks

- Belts

- Household linen

These items have just been added to the list:

-Soft toys

- Curtains

- Towels

- Bedding (bed sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers)
We DO NOT accept:

- Duvets and blankets

- Pillows and cushions

- Carpets, rugs and mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats)
- Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing

- School uniforms with or without logo

- Corporate clothing and work wear

- Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material



Careers News




10 - Guttridge Visit

On Thursday 25th September, Mr Martindale, Mrs Lambe and | accompanied the Year 10 Design and Technology students on a
visit to Guttridge, Spalding. The open day event was held as part of National Manufacturing Day and enabled students to find
out more about the engineering industry. Students gained a behind the scenes insight into the business with a guided tour of all
the stages of production. Many thanks to the staff at Guttridge and especially to Emma Lewis, HR Manager.

Our students were a pleasure to be with during the visit and asked sensible and insightful questions.




Year 13 University Application Deadlines

For parents/carers to support Year 13 students with university applications, here is an overview of the
internal school deadlines and the UCAS deadlines:

Medicine/Veterinary Medicine or Science/Dentistry/Oxbridge
School Deadline Friday 26th September 2025

Official Deadline Wednesday 15th October 2025

All other UCAS forms

School Deadline Friday 7th November 2025

Official Deadline Wednesday 14th January 2026

British Army Apprenticeships Webinar

There will be a webinar on 21st October at 6.00pm for parents/carers to find out more about
apprenticeships in the British Army. Here is the registration link:

Webinar Registration - Zoom

Aspiring Physiotherapist and Aspiring Occupational Therapist Courses in Half-term

Please see below details of two opportunities during half-term. Could students please let me know if
they register and gain a place.

Aspiring Physiotherapy 2025

Explore a career focused on improving mobility, helping patients regain independence lost through
injury, ageing, or a disability.

Running on Tuesday 28 October, at Lincoln College, 9:00am to 3:30 pm. This event is open to young
people aged 14-19 years, living or educated in Lincolnshire.

Delivered by NHS healthcare professionals, this event offers a valuable opportunity to discover the skills
and knowledge necessary for a career in Physiotherapy. Participants will engage in workshops and
informative sessions, including:

e Q&A sessions with staff from a variety of roles within the Physiotherapy team
¢ University taster sessions led by current Physiotherapy students
e Workshops exploring the use of specialist equipment

¢ Simulated sessions and case studies demonstrating how physiotherapists support patients to
live an independent life

Aspiring Occupational Therapy 2025

Explore a career that sees beyond diagnosis and limitations, supporting independence and helping
people live life to the fullest.


https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4I50xeaKTK-xWzmOliO30A#/registration

Running on Wednesday 29 October, at Lincoln College, 9:00am to 3:30 pm. This event is open to young
people aged 14-19 years, living or educated in Lincolnshire.

Delivered by NHS healthcare professionals, this event offers a valuable opportunity to discover the skills
and knowledge required for a career in Occupational Therapy. Participants will engage in workshops and
informative sessions, including:

¢ Q&A sessions with staff from a variety of roles within the Occupational Therapy team
¢ University taster sessions led by current Occupational Therapy students
*  Workshops exploring the use of specialist equipment

¢ Simulated sessions and case studies demonstrating how Occupational Therapists support
patients to live an independent life

These are both excellent opportunities for young individuals eager to embark on a career working within
health and care. To learn more or book a place, visit: https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/

Allied Healthcare Opportunities

Each year | recommend the Allied Healthcare Mentor virtual work experience sessions to aspiring
healthcare students. These sessions run monthly and there is a small charge. The first session starts on
5th October but the programme can be joined at any stage. The sessions follow multiple patients over a
6-month period, as they go from their initial injury to recovery.

This programme is suitable for students in Years 10-13 who are interested in the following careers:
Nursing

Midwifery

Paramedicine

Physiotherapy

Occupational Therapy
Dietetics

Radiography

Prosthetics and Orthotics
Speech and Language Therapy
Pharmacy

Several of our students who have applied to study Medicine have said that these sessions are useful to
gain insight into the multi-disciplinary nature of healthcare.

NHS Healthcare Careers Virtual Work Experience - Allied Healthcare Mentor

Could students please let me know if they register and take part.


https://lincstalentacademy.org.uk/events/
https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/

Lincoln College, University of Oxford

Please see below information about upcoming webinars for parents/carers from Lincoln College,
University of Oxford.

Online talks for parents, carers and supporters interested in finding out more about university in
general and the University of Oxford

What The Trinity College Access team is offering two talks that will be of interest to parents and carers of
students in Years 10, 11 and 12.

Session 1 For Families - A guide to university will be particularly useful for those who did not attend
university themselves or who feel they would appreciate updated general university information and
guidance.

Session 2 For Families - A guide to the University of Oxford will be of interest to parents and carers
wanting to hear specifically about the University of Oxford and the application process. In both session,
we will also focus on effective ways parents and carers can support their child, should they decide to
apply to University and/or the University of Oxford in the future. We aim to build confidence and
knowledge about what a parent and carer's role is in the process of a university application and to clarify
the benefits and costs of going to university and/or the University of Oxford. Includes live Q&A with
current undergraduates at Oxford.

Who Parents, cares and supporters of young people in a state secondary school considering university

When Session 1 For Families - A guide to university on Monday 3 November at 6pm - 7:30pm; Session
2 For Families - A guide to the University of Oxford and the application process on Thursday 6 November
at 6pm - 7:30pm

Where Online

Links Parents can register directly via our Registration form to book both or their preferred option.
Registration open until 48 hrs prior to each session.

Spalding FC Education and Football Academy

Please see below information and the poster at the end of the newsletter from Glenn Vaughan, Director
of 16+ Football Academies & Education Scholarships at Spalding United Football Club:

We are delighted to now offer an external Football Academy & Education Scholarship at Spalding Utd FC
for boys and girls from September 2026.

It’s a great opportunity to study a Level 3 in Sports or Business which will take place at the ground and
train daily with UEFA coaches on the brand new state of the art 3G pitch. All of the course will be run
from the Sir Halley Stewart Stadium in Spalding.

The education provision has been rated Good by Ofsted and is a coursework-based qualification (BTEC
Level 2 or 3).


https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/oxford/ox4ox-families-a-guide-to-university-supporting-your-child-du-1
https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/oxford/ox4ox-families-a-guide-to-university-supporting-your-child-du-2

Money Advice Workshops for 15-20-year-olds

Free money advice workshops have been organised by Project St Thomas based in Spalding. The
sessions are for young adults and will be delivered by a professional financial advisor. Please see the
poster at the end of the newsletter.

Support:
As always, | can be contacted by email if parents or students in any year group have any queries:

Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk

Mrs Bushell, Careers Leader


mailto:Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk

Other notices and information




ROTECT
ST THOMAS

" MONEY ADVICE
WORKSHOPS FOR
15-20 YEAR OLDS

4.30-5.30PM
ATHURS 25TH SEPT

6 WORKSHOPS HELD ON THE LAST
THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH

Professional guidance and teachings for FREE @

Each workshop will focus on a different topic @

Workshop one- Payslips- what does it all mean? PS
Tax code, tax calculation, Nat Ins and much more

Get new knowledge and skills to help you throughout o
your adult life
All15-20 year olds welcome @
Project St Thomas Hall, 52 St Thomas's Road, Spalding
PE1 2XX

Bingham - Woods

Independent Financial Advisors Ltd

OCTOBER
OPEN EVENT

WEDNESDAY 28TH OCTOBER
11:00AM TILL 1:00PM
®  SPALDING UTD FC, SIR HALLEY STEWART
FIELD, PEIT DA

RECRUITING BOYS & GIRLS NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2026
Recruiting School Year 10's / 11's /12's
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FRIDAY 3rd OCTOBEF
6:30-8: 30pm

BOOK TICKETS VIA SCOPAY NO

£20 per team
6 people per team maximu

ALL FUNDS RAISED FOR Y13 LEAVERS BALL!

Light refreshments on sale before and during the interva

Hosted at Spalding High School - enter via reception

Haqsted by the SHS Prefect Team
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Donations to Mrs French's office please, enquiries to Abigail ‘Rowbottom via
email. Thank you!
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