
Welcome back to the start of the new academic year 2024-25.  I hope that everyone had an amazing summer break filled with 
relaxation and fun!  At my end of year assembly in July, I reminisced about my childhood recollections of the summer holidays 
and how they felt almost endless.  Sadly, as an adult, they seem to pass all too quickly! 
  
The first few weeks will have dragged for our Year 11 and Year 13 students waiting for their examination results but oh my 
goodness – how well they did! 
  
We are so proud of our Year 13 and Year 11 students who have worked tremendously hard over the last two years and 
achieved some amazing examination results. 
  
At A Level, many subjects achieved at least half of their grades at A*-B, the highest grades possible. More than three hundred 
qualifications were taken by the Sixth Form this summer, with more than three quarters being at A*-C grades and our  
students’ results are testament to their commitment and hard work alongside the support of their parents and carers and the 
dedication of our experienced staff.  We are also incredibly proud of our first cohort of students who have taken the AQA  
Extended Project Qualification. The EPQ is an A-level standard standalone qualification designed to extend and develop  
students' abilities beyond A-level syllabus and prepare for university or future careers.  More than two thirds of our EPQ  
students achieved grade A*, A or B. 
  
Over 1500 qualifications were taken by our Year 11 students this summer and, of those, 46% were graded at Grades 7–9; the 
very highest grades possible, which is an increase on last year. The High School results compare very favourably with the  
national Grade 7-9 attainment rate of 21.7% and regional rate of 18.3% Grade 7-9.  
  
Well done to you all! 
  
Judging by the amazing articles in this week’s bulletin it seems students were involved in lots of exciting activities over the 
summer holidays; I won’t spoil the surprise but well done to you all.  I love reading our ‘celebrating the individual’ items and 
would strongly encourage students and parents to send in their pieces and pictures to rachel.hamm@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 
so that we continue enjoying celebrating student success.  
  
Last week’s start of year assembly gave us the opportunity to welcome our new Year 7 and Year 12, both of whom have 
worked hard to secure a place at the school and need to continue with these very good efforts now they are here!  
  
The start of term has been impressive.  Students are looking smart and, walking around school, it is nice to see and hear  
everyone focused and working hard in lessons; exactly how it should be.  As it is the start of a new year, clubs, teams and 
lunchtime activities are all starting up again and I would encourage students to get as involved as possible in these  
opportunities.  They provide interest and challenge and the opportunity to make new friends.  

  
We are also joined by new staff this year: 
  
Mrs Doherty – Textiles Technician 
Mrs Gough – Assessment and Reporting Administrator 
Miss Hamm – Physics Technician 
Mrs Lyford – Cover Supervisor 
Mrs Pahal – Reprographics and First Aid 
Mrs Palanisamy – Teaching Assistant 
Mr Rodgers – Physics Teacher 
Mr Skinner – Attendance Officer 
  
Let’s hope that 2024-25 is a good year for everyone! 

M K Anderson, Headmistress 
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Celebrating The Individual - Katie Cawson, 9P 
 
Race for Life Event - 5k Muddy challenge run. Lincoln Sat 27 July 2024 - My day at the races... 

 
I had been thinking for a while how I could do something positive during the School  
summer holidays. So, I decided to do some fund raising for Cancer Research. I signed up to 
do the 5k Race for Life Muddy Challenge run at the beginning of the School summer recess. 
 
After receiving the race pack and sponsorship forms from Cancer Research, I began the 
process of enlisting sponsors over a period of several weeks. As the event time grew  
nearer, I realised that it would be beneficial to start training for it, so I joined the local Park 
Run group and participated in 5k park runs to build up stamina. 
 
On Saturday 27th of July 2024, I made my way to the Lincolnshire Showground, the venue 
for my Race for Life. I was apprehensive but also pleased to be part of something bigger. 
After applying my race number, I completed the back panel showing for whom I was  
racing. I was due to start with the second tranche of runners and after doing some warmup 
exercises, we started dead on time. 
 
It was an interesting course with lots of obstacle challenges, including mud slides, muddy 
tubes, crawl nets, balancing challenges, cargo nets and mud chutes. By the time the  
finishing line was in sight, I was tired and very muddy but really pleased I had finished the 
course in just 35 minutes. Then it was time to collect my finishers’ medal, have a drink, 
something to eat, then home for a shower and a rest. 
 
Now for the important bit. Thanks to the generosity of all those who sponsored me ranging 
from SHS teachers, school friends, army cadets, my rugby club, family and friends, I raised 
a grand total of £532 (including gift aid) which has gone to Cancer Research, for them to 
work their magic. It was a wonderful experience which I would happily do again. So here’s 
to next year! 

 
 



Celebrating The Individual - Freya Willerton and Maja Szudek 10S  
 
On Saturday 22nd June, we travelled to RAF  
Syerston for our first step to flying. Wearing a 
parachute, we were accompanied by a flying 
instructor in a Viking T1 Glider which holds two 
people. After the glider had been winch 
launched into the air, we were given control of 
the plane and it was such an exhilarating experience. It was so exciting to be in control 
of an aircraft with a wingspan of 17.5m and 8m in length. The buzz stayed with us for 
the rest of the day. As well as the Glider Induction Flight, we have enjoyed many  
opportunities as part of the 1406 Air Cadets which is based in Spalding. Over the past 
year, we have completed our Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, First Aid training, life 
saving skills in the water, weapons handling, marksmanship, leadership courses and 
orienteering. A few weeks ago, we travelled with the unit to the RAF show at Cosford, 
where the Red Arrows performed an incredible display. Next weekend, we are staying 
at RAF Cranwell, taking part in a two day leadership course. We are very grateful for 

the opportunities that the Air Cadets provides and all the volunteers who take time to make sure these activities 
and courses can go ahead. For anyone interested in joining, we meet twice per week at the Air Cadets in Spalding. 
To find out about the next open day, contact https://www.facebook.com/1406ATC  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/1406ATC


Celebrating The Individual in Y10 - Darcy Grundy, 10J 
 
Earlier this year I went through an open trial for Leicester City Under 16's. The trial was quite  
intense with lots of other players trying to impress the coaches. Following the open trial, I received an email to be 
invited to a further invite only trial. Having tried my best at both trials I waited nervously the following week,  
eagerly awaiting an email to confirm my place.    
 
During a break time, Mrs Neal, Miss Magnus, and Miss Jones contacted me to tell me I had a confirmed  
Professional Game Academies contract and was one of seven players selected out of the initial 200! I was in  
absolute shock and felt very proud that I had been recognized and given the opportunity.   
 
I will now train three times a week in Leicester as well as playing games for the Leicester City Academy Under 16s. 
My games and training have already started for the season and I am loving it and looking forward to the rest of the 
season.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Life in Y11 
 
Celebrating the Individual – Grade 9 Success!  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three of our fantastic students sat one of their GCSEs early in the summer examination series. Sophie Smith (11S) 
and Antonina Such (11C) both sat Polish GCSE and Lilianna Wong (11S) sat her Chinese GCSE. All three students 
achieved a grade 9! Huge congratulations to all three students, you should be very proud of yourselves!  
 
 
Revision Technique of the Week – ‘Getting the Big Picture’ 

More information on how to complete this technique can be found on the Year 11 Student Team! 
 

 



Celebrating The Individual—Abbie Horspool, 6NG 
 
I travelled to Ellough Park Raceway in Beccles for the Natska Nationals - the championship final of the karting  
season (12th to 14th July). Friday was test day, where we all learnt the track and changed set ups ready for the 
weekend. Across the weekend, I completed in six heats in my class. Overall, I came fourth for the weekend and 
seventh in the championship. I really enjoyed my weekend, it was a fast track, and I made lots of memories on and 
off track that I will never forget. I look forward to continuing racing in a faster class next season with my team NRD 
and hopefully getting some more trophies!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sports News 
 
Y9 SLSSA Rounders Final 
On Monday 15th July, the Y9 rounders team travelled to Thomas Middlecott in Kirton to play in the SLSSA Finals’ 
Night. The game consisted of two innings where 25 good balls were bowled. The team fielded efficiently with some 
excellent catches taken in the field by Holly and Tilly. A strong batting performance secured the victory within the 
first innings, as they were already ahead by almost nine rounders. The final score was 16.5 to SHS, and 4 to  
Thomas Middlecott. Congratulations to all the Y9s who have represented the School rounders team this year, I am 
sure they will work hard to maintain their unbeaten run in Y10! 

 
Miss Jones, PE Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



House Rounders Competition 
The house rounders competition ran during the final week of the summer term in July. Pupils displayed excellent 
batting and fielding skills across the year groups, as well as teamwork and effective decision making. Well done to 
all involved, and congratulations to the winning forms! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

       

               Year 7 

 

       

              Year 8 

Year 10 

 
 
            Year 9 

The Results 
 

Y7 - C, J, S 
Y8 - C, P, J, N, S 

Y9 - N, C, J, S 
Y10 - J, P, C, N 



 
 
Summer 2025 Examination Series 
GCSE exams will take place from Thursday 8th May 2025 to Wednesday 19th June 2025. 
 
GCE (A Level) exams will take place from Monday 12th May 2025 to Tuesday 24th June 2025. 
 
The Contingency Day is Wednesday 25th June 2025, and there is a contingency afternoon on Wednesday 11th June 
2025. 
 
These contingency days/afternoons will be used if a significant, unexpected event arises nationally or locally during 
the exam period such that no students (or a large number of them) are able to take an exam when planned.  
Students should be available to take examinations up until this date. 
 
The generic timetables are available on the School website and individual student timetables will be issued in late 
February/early March 2025. 
 
Mrs Smith, Examinations Officer 
 
 
 



English News 

Miss O’Sullivan, English Department 
 



Sixth Form News 
 
The Sixth Form Team would like to welcome all the Y13 students back to school for their busy and final year at 
Spalding High School.  We hope they will work hard to enable them to achieve their next goals, but also enjoy their 
time and make the most of all the opportunities that are available to them. We welcome back the Y12 students, 
who were previously with us for their GCSEs and also welcome all the new students who have joined us from a 
wider number of other schools. We hope that everyone settles in quickly and happily and that if there are any  
concerns, they do pop and see a member of the Sixth Form Team. Mrs Waldron, Miss Jeffery, Mrs Rogers and Mrs 
French. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form Induction 
As part of our Sixth Form Induction programme this year, we are focusing on independent study and fostering a 
sense of student agency.  
 
Our aim is to help students become more independent in their studies and to be ‘pro-active rather than reactive’ 
when it comes to their learning to ensure their success at the end of their A Level courses. 

 
We got our programme off to an excellent start as we were fortunate enough to be 
joined on the first day of term by Martin Griffin, a teacher with over twenty years of 
experience and someone who has been a teacher, deputy head, director of Sixth Form 
and is now also an author. 
 
He spoke to both Y12 and Y13 students about their A Level journey and how to make 
the most of their time in the Sixth Form, whether it was the start of their journey, like 
Y12, or now that Y13 are in the final year of that journey, what are the important 
things to do to get them ready to go beyond A Level study. 
 

He gave useful examples of tips and techniques to try with study habits and how consistency rather than intensity 
is better in the long run to help you succeed. 
 
We look forward to following these sessions up in our PD lessons this term and will be sharing more from Martin 
Griffin with our students and their parents/carers at our Y12 Curriculum Evening on Thursday 19th September. 
 

Mrs. H Waldron, Head of Sixth Form 
 

 



Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
We would like to signpost our parents/carers of children with additional needs, specially in the area of cognition 
and learning, such as Dyslexia, to look at the attached workshops from the Lincolnshire Specialist Teaching Team.  
 
Mrs Hickman, SENDCo. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastoral News 
 
This year we will be continuing with Young Carers club. As Crochet was really popular last year, we are will  
continue with this theme.  
 
This club is not specifically for Young Carers, it can include anybody that has a different home life, anybody that is 
struggling to fit in at school, anybody that would like to make some friends or if they would just like to have some 
time to themselves.  
 
If anybody has any crochet equipment they don't want anymore then we would be very grateful for any donations. 
 
Mrs Norton and Mrs Spies, Pastoral Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Careers Update 
Year 11 and Year 13 Successes 

It was a busy time in August on both A Level and GCSE results days.  We are extremely proud of last year’s Y13  
students as they leave us to move on to new ventures.  
 
73 of our Y13 students gained a place at university to study a wide range of degree courses, including  
Accountancy & Finance, Architecture, Business Management, Classics, Games Design, Graphic Design,  
International Relations & Politics,  Journalism, Medicine, Law Marine Biology, Natural Sciences, Primary Education, 
Psychology and many more.  86% of students who applied gained a place at their first-choice university.  In  
addition to a wide range of study disciplines chosen, the range of 41 universities is equally impressive.  Our  
students will be heading off in the next few weeks to universities such as York, Sheffield, Cambridge, Newcastle, 
Nottingham, Durham, Leeds, Lincoln, University of East Anglia, Warwick and many others. 
 
One student has secured a Solicitor degree apprenticeship.  Other students have apprenticeship positions in  
Business Administration, Animal Management and as a Print Technician. 
 
Students not heading to university or taking up apprenticeships have found employment within a range of areas 
such as retail and horticulture, whilst others have decided to take a gap year to work or volunteer before applying 
to university next year.   
 
We are equally proud of last year’s Y1 students, almost all of whom are now undertaking further study, here at the 
High School or in other schools or sixth form colleges. We are delighted to welcome back former students and our 
new transferees from other schools who have enrolled into our sixth form.    
 
Our current Y13 students will be preparing personal statements for use in university or apprenticeship/
employment applications.  It is a busy time between now and Christmas. 
 
We wish all our students the best of luck for the future and hope that those who have now left will keep in touch 
to share their future successes. 

 
 
Open Events for Post 16 Courses 
Over the coming weeks and months many schools and colleges will be holding open events for students and  
parents to attend.  It is particularly important for students in Y11 to see what their options are for pathways after 
GCSEs.   
 
Here are links to some of the events which will be taking place soon at colleges which have previously been  
popular with our leavers: 
 
Events Archive - Peterborough College 
Events Archive - Stamford College 
Events - Access Creative 
Open Events | Boston College 
Open Days (cwa.ac.uk) 
 

If students are interested in A Level studies, our open evening is on 12th November.  We hope that many of our 
students and parents/carers will attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.peterborough.ac.uk/events/
https://www.stamford.ac.uk/events/
https://www.accesscreative.ac.uk/events/
https://www.boston.ac.uk/open-events/
https://cwa.ac.uk/about/open-days


Community Open Event on the South Lincolnshire Food Enterprise Zone – Holbeach 
This event on Saturday 14th September 10.00am-2.00pm aims to promote the excellent facilities at the University 
of Lincoln's National Centre for Food Manufacturing (NCFM) in Holbeach and the careers within the food and 
drinks sectors.  The local community is welcome to come and have a look around, learn about the activities at the 
site, and discover the future plans for the area.  Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter. 
 
 
Studying in the United States 
The Fulbright Commission is hosting an open day in London on 27th and 28th September in London for students and 
parents/carers interested in studying at undergraduate level at a US university.   
USA College Day 2024 | Fulbright 
 
 
InvestIn – Upcoming Free Webinars 
For students in Year 11 and sixth form and their parents/carers, there are two upcoming webinars which may be 
very useful: 
24th September at 7pm – Making it into Medical School 
8th October at 7pm – Understanding UCAS 
Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter or visit the InvestIn website:  
Free Events – InvestIN Education 
 
 
RAF Virtual Event 
The RAF is hosting an online event on 25th September at 7.30pm to find out about opportunities available.    
Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter and register:  
RAF World: Shape Your Future Tickets, Wed 25 Sep 2024 at 19:30 | Eventbrite 

 
 
ASK Apprenticeships new ‘Choices’ magazine 
The ‘Choices’ magazine produced by Amazing Apprenticeships will be released monthly and will contain useful in-
formation for parents/carers and students about apprenticeships, T Levels and vocational courses.  
September 2024 - Parent & Carer Pack (amazingapprenticeships.com) 
 
 
Army Apprenticeships Webinar – 16th October 6.00pm 
The British Army has been announced as the number 1 Apprenticeship Employer in the UK and Northern Ireland 
for the 4th year running, offering over 40 different apprenticeships (from Level 2 through to degree level) in roles 
across engineering, medical, intelligence and comms, HR & finance, logistics & support, music, combat and more.  
 
This webinar invites parents/carers to hear from Army colleagues and apprentices to learn more about: - The 
range of amazing apprenticeships available, training and qualifications, progression opportunities available, key 
benefits, such as starting salary of £25,000+, travel opportunities, sports & adventure training and healthcare.   
Register here: Webinar Registration - Zoom 

 
 
Support: 
As always, we can be contacted by email if parents or students in any year group have any queries: 
 
Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk 
Lucy.obrien@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk   
 
Mrs Bushell, Careers Leader 
 

Virtual Classroom - Exploring your young person's options at PwC: parent and teacher insight session | PwC UK 

https://fulbright.org.uk/educationusa-advice/college-day-2024/
https://investin.org/pages/free-events
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/raf-world-shape-your-future-tickets-900144304847?aff=A5FlyerEng
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2024/09/September-2024-Choices-Magazine.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WGlmjEwLQ1Kd-kuMnEbM4Q#/registration
mailto:Dawn.bushell@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk
mailto:Lucy.obrien@spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk
https://jobs.pwc.co.uk/school/uk/en/event/66cf29fe37b7945e13f4b658/Virtual-Classroom-Exploring-your-young-person-s-options-at-PwC-parent-and-teacher-insight-session


 
 



 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lincolnshire Parent Carer Forum www.lincspcf.org.uk email: admin@lincspcf.org.uk 

http://www.lincspcf.org.uk%20email:%20admin@lincspcf.org.uk

