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YEAR TEN AND ELEVEN CURRICULUM
AIM
To maintain a broad and balanced curriculum, and meet the requirements of the English Baccalaureate
(EBacc) whilst allowing pupils a degree of choice in their op on subjects.

The standard core curriculum at Spalding High School comprises:
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS
GCSE examina on subjects:
English Language
English Literature
Mathema cs
Science
Religious Studies
Geography or History
A Modern Foreign Language ‐ this year it will be French

Pupils also need to choose 2 op ons and a reserve choice from the list below:
Art & Design, Business, Computer Science, Drama, DT: Design and Technology, DT: Tex les,
Food Prepara on and Nutri on, Geography, History, La n, Music, Physical Educa on, Spanish.

NON‐EXAMINATION SUBJECTS
Cross‐curricular ICT
Personal, social, health and careers educa on (PSHCE)
Ci zenship taught via Religious Studies, PSHCE and across the curriculum
Physical educa on
All relevant subjects will provide opportuni es for pupils to develop confidence in mathema cs and
literacy.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN MAKING YOUR CHOICES
THE FUTURE
Some of you may have an idea about what career you would like to follow. If so, find out what GCSE
subjects may be required. Many of you will be undecided about the future. At this stage it is best to
study a range of subjects and so keep your op ons open for the future.

YOUR ABILITY AND PREFERENCES
When making your choices, consider what subjects you are good at as well as which subjects you
enjoy. If you are not sure about your ability in a par cular subject, check with your subject teacher
about your future chances in that subject. The results of the work in PSHCE that you are comple ng
may help to give you some ideas about the subjects that you would like to study. Do not be
influenced by what your friends are doing or which teachers might teach a par cular course.
It is Spalding High School’s policy that as a grammar school, all students should follow a broad and
balanced curriculum, as set out on the previous page. There is no devia on from the standard
curriculum unless there is a proven history of provision and need (SEND) which would mean that it
would disadvantage the child to not be disapplied.
If parents feel that they have a strong case for selec ng Spanish or La n instead of French they
should express their preference in wri ng to Mrs Waldron. Parents should give clear reasons to
help us consider the request and a ach their le er to the op on request form.

WHERE TO FIND HELP
We hope that by the Year 9 Parents’ Mee ng on Thursday 9th February you will have discussed your
op ons with your parents.
Your SUBJECT TEACHERS will advise you about your ability and outline what is involved in each of the
GCSE courses.
Your FORM TUTOR will help you to weigh up the advice you are being given and take an overall view
of your subject choices. The PSHCE programme has allowed some me to be available for op ons.
Mrs Jacqui Gilman (Independent Careers Adviser) will be happy to give you advice about careers and
will be available on a drop‐in basis at the Year 9 Parents’ Mee ng.
Mrs Schwarz, Mrs Spinks or Mrs French will be pleased to see anyone who wishes to discuss any
aspect of her op on choices.
There are many websites that will be helpful in your decision making process. See Useful Websites on
the Careers sec on of the School website or follow the link below :
h p://www.spaldinghigh.lincs.sch.uk/careers.asp
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TIMETABLE OF EVENTS

Par cular dates to take note of are:


Op on Informa on Evening and issue of Op ons Booklet: Thursday 19th January 2017.



Subject Talks: explanatory talks on what is involved in each subject will be given during the
course of the week beginning Friday 20th January 2017.



Op ons Fair: Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th January 2017 at 1pm in the Hall.



Year 9 Parents’ Mee ng: Thursday 9th February at 4.20 p.m. At this mee ng parents will have
the opportunity to discuss their daughter’s decisions with their subject teachers and form
tutor. Mrs Waldron, Mrs Abram, Mrs Schwarz and Mrs Spinks will be available to discuss
overall choices and specific problems. Mrs Jacqui Gilman (Independent Careers Adviser) will
also be present to oﬀer guidance and advice.



Deadline for Op ons Forms – Monday 20th February 2017. All op on sheets, signed by
parents, should be returned to Form Tutors.
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NON‐EXAMINATION SUBJECTS
PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND CAREERS EDUCATION (PSHCE)
PSHCE brings together personal, social and health educa on, work‐related learning, careers, and financial
capability. There are two new non‐statutory programmes of study at key stages 3 and 4. The programmes of
study build on the exis ng frameworks and guidelines in all of these areas.

CAREERS EDUCATION
Careers educa on in the Upper School is delivered as part of the PSHCE programme and aims to provide a
planned, progressive programme of learning ac vi es that help young people to:


Learn about the structures, systems and factors that influence people’s career prospects and career
development



Explore how these could aﬀect their future choices, why they need to consider them when making their
own career decisions and plan accordingly



Develop and prac se the self‐help skills they need to progress their own career plans and development,
including making discerning use of careers informa on, advice and guidance

Students will have the opportunity to:


Gain knowledge about applying to Higher Educa on/Further Educa on, appren ceships and work
opportuni es with access to outside speakers via regular Careers talks



Par cipate in work experience



Formulate a careers ac on plan



Consider op on choices related to their career plan



Receive advice about wri ng a personal statement and curriculum vitae

Mrs O’Brien is available for individual support and advice with students throughout the year. Interviews can also
be arranged with members of the Pastoral team including the Senior Leadership team and our independent
Careers Adviser if necessary.

CITIZENSHIP
Educa on for ci zenship equips young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an eﬀec ve
role in public life. Ci zenship encourages them to take an interest in topical and controversial issues and to
engage in discussion and debate. Pupils learn about their rights, responsibili es, du es and freedoms and about
laws, jus ce and democracy. They learn to take part in decision‐making and diﬀerent forms of ac on. They play
an ac ve role in the life of their school, neighbourhood, community and wider society as ac ve and global
ci zens.

CROSS CURRICULAR ICT
Cross‐curricular ICT equips pupils to use computa onal thinking and crea vity to understand and change the
world. It has deep links with mathema cs, science and technology. Compu ng ensures that pupils become
digitally literate at a level suitable for the future workplace and as ac ve par cipants in a digital world. At KS4 it is
delivered within other subjects across the curriculum.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Core)
Pupils will receive two PE lessons per week. Throughout the year they will be allowed to choose a range of
spor ng ac vi es to suit their individual needs/preferences e.g. team sports, individual sports, fitness and sports
leadership. All pupils are encouraged to pursue physical ac vity as a means of achieving fitness and health, and
those with the ability have the opportunity to progress through school teams to county representa ve level and
beyond.
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ART & DESIGN (FINE ART)
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

With two components, comprising a ‘Por olio’ selected from
the course of study and an ‘Externally set assignment’, the
specifica on provides pupils with a range of crea ve, exci ng
and s mula ng opportuni es to develop and explore their
personal interests in Art and Design.
There is a full range of op ons open to pupils through the Fine
Art specifica on, exploring drawing, pain ng, printmaking,
sculpture, mixed media, film, anima on and collage, which
allow for the study of Art in both breadth and depth. Por olio
projects, themes or briefs can be open‐ended or more narrowly
focused. There is no restric on on the choice of media, scale or
format that pupils can use to reflect and evidence their ideas.
The freedom and diversity of the course requires enthusiasm,
commitment and curiosity to explore the themes eﬀec vely and
with an open mind. Pupils are given the opportunity to a end
gallery trips and a foreign study visit.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— AQA
www.aqa.org.uk

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Non‐examina on units ‐ Por olio unit 60%
Con nuous assessment – selec on of a
por olio of work including an extended project.
All work is assessed using the 4 assessment
objec ves matrix.
Examina on units ‐ Externally set task 40%
Unit of work which results in a 10 hour exam
(2 Days) at the end.

BIOLOGY
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

All pupils will con nue to study the three separate Science
courses started in Year 9. This means they will achieve three
GCSE grades at the end of Year 11. Each of the courses is
arranged into topics which will be assessed by examina on and
includes ques ons on theore cal knowledge and applica on
along with understanding of the core prac cals studied
throughout the course.
There is a focus on the relevance of Science to everyday life and
the impact it can have on solving the issues we face today e.g.
conserving the environment, finding be er treatments for
diseases and making sure we have enough energy for the future.
Alongside this, Science develops many transferable skills, such
as planning, analysis and evalua on and emphasises the
importance of using key vocabulary and accuracy in wri ng.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board—Edexcel
h p://qualifica ons.pearson.com/en/
home.html

How is it assessed?

Examined units

Each Science GCSE is assessed by two
examina ons of equal weigh ng. All pupils will
be taught the content to take the higher level
er for each subject.
The progress of each pupil will be monitored
closely and if switching to Double Award
Science or a Founda on paper in one or more
of the subjects is deemed to be in their best
interests this will be ac oned.
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BUSINESS
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

Marke ng, including adver sing, development of products,
se ng the best price. Recruitment, including how businesses
get the right staﬀ and keep them working well. Business
structures, including the diﬀerent ways to set up a business.
Finance, including how businesses get the money to set up and
operate and how they make a profit. Business opera ons,
including how businesses produce the things we buy.
Influences on businesses, including the environment and how
many businesses are opera ng around the world.
Would you like....
To be your own boss running your own business?
To understand just what goes on in the world of work?
To know what businesses look for when they recruit staﬀ?
To see how a business gets its money to operate?
To know why so many adverts are aimed at teenagers?
To understand why the same big businesses operate around the
world?

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— OCR
www.ocr.org.uk

How is it assessed?
Examined units

There are two exams at the end of the course,
each 90 minutes long.
Some ques ons will be mul ple choice, some
will be extended wri ng to test your ability to
explain why you made a par cular decision.

Then GCSE Business could be for you!

CHEMISTRY
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

All pupils will con nue to study the three separate Science
courses started in Year 9. This means they will achieve three
GCSE grades at the end of Year 11. Each of the courses is
arranged into topics which will be assessed by examina on and
includes ques ons on theore cal knowledge and applica on
along with understanding of the core prac cals studied
throughout the course.
There is a focus on the relevance of Science to everyday life and
the impact it can have on solving the issues we face today e.g.
conserving the environment, finding be er treatments for
diseases and making sure we have enough energy for the future.
Alongside this, Science develops many transferable skills, such
as planning, analysis and evalua on and emphasises the
importance of using key vocabulary and accuracy in wri ng.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board—Edexcel
h p://qualifica ons.pearson.com/en/home.html

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Each Science GCSE is assessed by two
examina ons of equal weigh ng. All pupils will
be taught the content to take the higher level
er for each subject.
The progress of each pupil will be monitored
closely and if switching to Double Award Science
or a Founda on paper in one or more of the
subjects is deemed to be in their best interests,
this will be ac oned.

8

COMPUTER SCIENCE
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

A compu ng educa on equips pupils with essen al logic,
crea vity, problem solving and computa onal thinking skills that
are required in the modern world.
Computer Science finds itself embedded in most professions
and careers and a fundamental knowledge in this area can
prepare pupils for a wide range of roles in most types of
employment.
The UK has some of the best development studios, program
developers, games designers and so ware houses in the world
but those with the skills to work in these industries are
becoming fewer. Taking Computer Science will provide you with
a career route in one of the most interes ng, challenging and
ever changing industries available as well as one of the highest
paying in the world!
Pupils will undertake learning in core compu ng elements such
as: Programming Design and Development, Systems &
Maintenance, Hardware & So ware, Cyber Security & Business
Implica ons, Networks & Communica on, Moral, Social, Ethical
and Legal Issues.

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

‘Studying GCSE Drama unlocks the use of imagina on, intellect,

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— OCR
h p://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifica ons/gcse‐
computer‐science‐j276‐from‐2016/

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Examina on units ‐
Computer Systems – 40% Exam (90 mins)
Computa onal Thinking, Algorithms and
Programming – 40% Exam (90 mins)
Non‐examina on units ‐
Programming Project – 20% Controlled
Assessment

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— WJEC Eduqas
h p://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifica ons/drama‐
and‐theatre/gcse/

empathy and courage. Through it, ideas, responses and feelings
can be expressed and communicated. It carries the poten al to
challenge, to ques on and to bring about change.’
Jude Kelly (Theatre Director)
Drama is an exci ng, inspiring and prac cal course. The
specifica on promotes involvement in, and enjoyment of,
drama as performers and/or designers. The specifica on
requires the prepara on and performance of both devised and
scripted work, and examines pupils’ knowledge and
understanding of diﬀerent drama c techniques and forms.
Pupils will also have to reflect upon aspects of drama c theory,
such as interpreta on and genre. There is also an op on to
study and develop skills in design and technical aspects of
theatre, such as set design, sound and ligh ng. There is an
expecta on that pupils will a end theatre visits during the
school year, which will contribute to the development of their
own evalua ve skills as informed and though ul audience
members, and aid them to refine their own prac cal technique.

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Component 1: Devising Theatre. Internally
Assessed and Externally Moderated.
Component 2: Performing from a text.
Externally assessed by a visi ng examiner.
Component 3: Interpre ng Theatre Wri en
examina on: 1 hour 30 minutes.

9

DT: DESIGN and TECHNOLOGY
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

We provide a fun, interes ng and s mula ng Design and
Technology GCSE course in which pupils produce high quality
work.
It is ideal for all pupils, suppor ng a diverse career range which
includes graphic design, business management, manufacturing,
publishing and interior design. Recent A‐Level students, for
example, have gone on to study subjects such as aerospace
engineering, architecture and furniture design, as well as non‐
related subjects such as human sciences – even at Oxford!
In addi on to using blow torches and lasers, pupils learn useful
transferable skills such as problem solving, presen ng,
promo ng, analysis, research, risk management, and using
future technologies. Furthermore pupils need to consider
environmental implica ons, learn about industrial prac ces, and
use computer aided design and manufacture.
The course allows pupils to develop personal interests, perhaps
following a graphic design path, or maybe using metals and
plas cs. Example coursework projects include film promo on,
mobile phone design, architectural modelling and innova ve
jewellery making.

DT: TEXTILES
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

This new specifica on allows pupils to study core principles,
including a broad range of design processes, materials,
techniques and equipment. Pupils will study Tex les principles
in depth and work crea vely when designing and making to
apply their technical and prac cal exper se. Pupils will find
this course is an excellent founda on for the new A Level
Fashion and Tex les. Studying Tex les oﬀers pupils a great
opportunity to learn and develop their crea vity and interests
in fashion and tex les technology, and enjoy the challenge of
designing and making to solve real problems or needs. In turn
it can lead to a very wide range of interes ng career
opportuni es, such as fashion design, tex les science, business
and adver sing in the global tex les industry.
In Year 10 pupils will learn about core D&T principles, fibres and
fabrics, environmental issues, past and present fashion
designers, pa ern dra ing and CAD through a variety of
prac cal projects.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board—Edexcel 1DT0
h p://qualifica ons.pearson.com/en/
qualifica ons/edexcel‐gcses/design‐and‐
technology‐2017.html

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Examina on units ‐
Component 1 50% Examina on:
Sec on A (40 marks): understanding how to take
products to market and build a successful
business.
Sec on B (60 marks): material specialism;
(polymers)
Non‐examina on units ‐
Component 2 50%: Design and make project
100 marks
EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board—AQA
h p://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design‐and‐
technology/gcse/design‐and‐technology‐8552

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Examina on units ‐ one 2 hour wri en exam paper ‐
50% of GCSE.
Non‐examina on units – Pupils produce a substan al
design and make task ‐ 50 % of GCSE
Assessment criteria to include the following:
• inves ga ng
• designing
• making
• analysing and evalua ng.
Pupils will produce a working prototype and a
por olio of evidence (maximum 20 pages) to
demonstrate the assessment criteria above.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

This course is designed to inspire and mo vate pupils, providing
appropriate stretch and challenge whilst ensuring, as far as
possible, that the extracts studied are engaging and enthusing.
The course enables pupils to develop the skills they need to
read, understand and analyse a wide range of diﬀerent texts
covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century me periods as well as
to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of
vocabulary and sentence structures.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— AQA
h p://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse

How is it assessed?
Qualifica on

Examined
Examined units
units

English Language
Examina on units ‐
Paper One: Crea ve Reading and Wri ng (50%)
Paper Two: Writers’ Viewpoints and
Perspec ves (50%)
Non‐examina on units ‐ Spoken Word
presenta on (0%). Separate award on GCSE

ENGLISH LITERATURE
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

This course is designed to inspire, challenge and motivate every
pupil through close investigation of transcendental Literature.
Building upon key skills learnt in Key Stage 3, pupils engage with
extract‐based questions in the assessment of the 19th‐century
novel and a play by Shakespeare, as well as a range of essay and
comparison‐based questions in relation to modern drama and
poetry.
Our range of texts has been chosen to stretch pupils and some
will be familiar to them as well as other new ones that will
inspire them as young readers. A keen enthusiasm for reading
both for study and pleasure is essential to excel in this course.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Paper One: The 19th century novel and
Shakespeare.
Paper Two: Modern texts and poetry.
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

This is a challenging and enjoyable course where, through a
combina on of prac cal work and coursework tasks, pupils will
develop knowledge and understanding of the science of foods
as well as its nutri onal content and value. They will go on to
understand the rela onship between diet, nutri on and health,
including studying the physiological and psychological eﬀects of
poor diet and health. Pupils will need to demonstrate how a
variety of cooking methods can conserve or modify nutri ve
value and palatability and will understand how to make
informed choices about food and drink to achieve a varied and
balanced diet, including awareness of por on sizes and costs.
This course provides an excellent founda on alongside A level
science subjects leading to the study of food at degree level
including diete cs, nutri on, food product development,
marke ng and business, food media and hospitality
management.

FRENCH
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

This is a two year course which incorporates all the topics,
vocabulary and grammar which you have already learnt in Years
7 to 9.
Pupils will expand and consolidate their prior knowledge using
the four skills ‐ listening, reading, wri ng and speaking ‐ which
they have already been using at KS3.
The four skills will be tested in four separate ques on papers.
The specifica on covers three dis nct themes. Firstly, iden ty
and culture which will include family, technology, free me and
fes vals. The second theme is local, na onal, interna onal and
global areas of interest which will look at pupils’ homes and
areas, social and global issues and travel and tourism. Finally
the theme of current and future study and employment where
pupils develop their knowledge about educa on and future
careers. These themes apply to all four ques on papers.

Exam Board— AQA
h p://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food
‐prepara on‐and‐nutri on‐8585

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Wri en Examina on:

50%

Controlled Assessment: 50%

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— AQA
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french
‐8658

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Examina on units ‐
There are 4 exams; listening, speaking, reading
and wri ng.
Each exam is worth 25% of the total GCSE mark.
Paper 1: Listening, this is a wri en exam
Paper 2: Speaking, this is an oral exam
Paper 3: Reading, this is a wri en exam
Paper 4: Wri ng, this is a wri en exam
All exams are taken at the end of Y11.
You can either do all founda on papers (grades
1‐5) or all higher papers (grades 4‐9).
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GEOGRAPHY
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

Geography enables young people to become globally and
environmentally informed and though ul, enquiring ci zens.
We have chosen to study Edexcel A Geography GCSE as it gives
pupils the opportunity to understand more about the world, the
challenges it faces and their place within it.
This course will deepen understanding of key geographical
processes by studying coastal environments for example. We
will consider the complex people‐environment interac ons by
looking at ecosystems. Studying changing ci es enables us to
highlight the dynamic links and interrela onships between
places and environments at diﬀerent scales. The course
develops pupils’ competence in using a wide range of
geographical inves ga ve skills and approaches.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— Edexcel
h p://qualifica ons.pearson.com/en/
qualifica ons/edexcel‐gcses/geography‐a‐
2016.html

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Examina on units:
Paper 1—Physical environment: Wri en
examina on 1 hour and 30 minutes (37.5% of the
qualifica on)
Paper 2—The Human Environment: Wri en
examina on: 1 hour and 30 minutes (37.5% of the
qualifica on)
Paper 3— Geographical Inves ga ons: Fieldwork and
UK Challenges. Wri en examina on: 1 hour and 30
minutes (25% of the qualifica on)

HISTORY

EXAMINATION DETAILS

COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

Exam Board—Edexcel
h p://qualifica ons.pearson.com/en/
qualifica ons/edexcel‐gcses/history‐2016.html

Pupils will study one thema c module, in which they will look at
medicine over a period of several hundred years. We look at
the changes and con nui es and their causes.
Students will also carry out a Period study and Bri sh depth
study in Paper 2. The period study is superpower rela ons and
the Cold War from 1941‐1991, a very topical and engaging
course, given the global situa on at the moment and what we
can learn from this. The Bri sh depth study will be focused on
Elizabeth I and how she coped with a challenging situa on.
Finally, pupils are required to carry out a modern depth study
on Weimar and Nazi Germany. An engaging module that the
school has oﬀered for several years, pupils will look into the Nazi
rise to power, and how they were able to maintain their control
through the role of significant individuals within the Nazi
regime.
This course has immediate relevance to the present day and is
important in crea ng an informed opinion on contemporary
issues which will be valuable to all pupils.
The skills learned are sought a er in virtually every area of
employment, as well as contribu ng significantly to the
development of the individual: selec on and use of informa on,
integra on of material from diﬀerent sources, discussion of
ques ons, and cri cal analysis of evidence dis nguishing fact
from opinion.

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Paper 1—(Medicine) ‐ 1hr 15mins
30%
Paper 2 (Cold War & Elizabeth I) ‐ 1hr 45mins
40%
Paper 3 (Germany) ‐ 1hr 20mins
30%
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LATIN

EXAMINATION DETAILS

COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

www.eduqas.co.uk

This subject gives pupils the opportunity to study the language,
literature and social influence of ancient Rome, reading the
works of famous authors such as Virgil, Ovid, Cicero and Tacitus.
Pupils experience elements of the culture, language and social
and poli cal life of the Roman civilisa on which has inspired
many later genera ons. As well as being exci ng and inspiring,
learning La n will help pupils to develop skills of language,
analysis, evalua on, communica on and research which will be
useful in a wide range of jobs or further study.
The essen al ingredient for star ng the course is an interest in
language and Roman History, specifically the 1st Century BC ‐ AD
1. The CSCP website provides transla on help and exercises for
the whole of the course as well as background informa on and
vocabulary tes ng. There are also many documentaries
available that explore life under Roman rule.

MATHEMATICS
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

The GCSE in Mathema cs is a new course. It is a course largely
structured around problem solving. As well as the tradi onal
development of skills and knowledge in Number, Algebra,
Sta s cs, Ra o and Propor on, Geometry and Measure, pupils
will also be required to describe, analyse compare and then
present their results and solu ons in context.
The level of challenge has increased to bridge the gap between
GCSE and A level mathema cs more eﬀec vely and to s mulate
interest in the subject through new challenges and topics.
These changes are designed to help students emerge from GCSE
mathema cs with a level of confidence and fluency that will
provide a genuine founda on for the rest of their learning and
working lives.

Exam Board—EDUQAS ‐ WJEC

How is it assessed?
Examined units

100% Exam
Units ‐ 50% Language & Comprehension
25% Literature
25% Roman Civilisa on

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— Edexcel
www.pearson.com

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Edexcel 1MA1
Three 90 minute papers
1 non‐calculator
2 calculator
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MUSIC
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

Pupils work on an integrated por olio which includes a solo
programme and a composi on, a prac cal component which
includes an ensemble performance and a composi on. There is
a listening exam which will include the following areas of study:
My Music, The Concerto through Time, Rhythms of the World,
Film Music & Conven ons of Pop.
OCR have carefully selected areas of study within which pupils
can develop both understanding of context and how music
elements are applied to diﬀerent genres. The range of topics
will allow for prac cal and musical lessons and will allow for
diﬀeren a on for all of the diﬀerent musicians in the
classroom.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— OCR
www.ocr.org.uk

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Listening & appraising (wri en exam) 90
minutes 40%
Integrated Por olio (performance &
composi on) 30%
Prac cal component (Ensemble performance &
composi on) 30%

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

The course provides opportuni es for pupils to improve their
overall knowledge and performance in a range of prac cal
ac vi es. In addi on, pupils will appreciate the principles,
prac ces and training that underpin improved sports
performance, be er health and well‐being. The course,
therefore, is both prac cal and theory based. GCSE Physical
Educa on is aimed at pupils who enjoy taking part in a range of
sports ac vi es and who have an interest in sport outside of
school.
We would strongly recommend that students regularly take
part in at least one of the individual or team sport ac vi es
either within or outside of school.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— AQA
www.aqa.org.uk

Examined units

Examina on units ‐ 60%
The theory course is broken down into 2 wri en
exams, both 1 hour 15 mins long and each worth
30% of the overall grade. Paper 1 covers the
human body and movement in physical ac vity
and sport & Paper 2 covers areas on
sociocultural influences and well‐being in
physical ac vity and sport.
Non‐examina on units ‐ 40%
The prac cal element of the course is worth
40% of the overall grade. This involves a
prac cal performance (30% of overall mark) in
three diﬀerent physical ac vi es in the role of
player/performer (one in a team ac vity, one in
an individual ac vity and a third in either a team
or in an individual ac vity).
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PHYSICS
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

All pupils will con nue to study the three separate Science
courses started in Year 9. This means they will achieve three
GCSE grades at the end of Year 11. Each of the courses is
arranged into topics which will be assessed by examina on and
includes ques ons on theore cal knowledge and applica on
along with understanding of the core prac cals studied
throughout the courses.
There is a focus on the relevance of Science to everyday life and
the impact it can have on solving the issues we face today e.g.
conserving the environment, finding be er treatments for
diseases and making sure we have enough energy for the future.
Alongside this, science develops many transferable skills, such as
planning, analysis and evalua on and emphasises the
importance of using key vocabulary and accuracy in wri ng.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

Pupils in Year 9 are already studying for a GCSE full course.
Pupils will be examined through three examina on papers taken
at the end of Year 11. The course will involve a detailed study of
two world religions, Chris anity and Sikhism. It will also explore
a range of religious, philosophical and ethical issues related to
life in the modern world. The issues based paper (Component 1)
is 50% of the total marks and themes for this paper include
Rela onships, Ma ers of Life and Death, Good and Evil and
Human Rights. For this paper, pupils will explore both Chris an
and Sikh responses to these themes, as well as considering non‐
religious viewpoints. Component 2 is a Chris anity paper,
exploring the beliefs, teachings and prac ces of Chris anity
(25% of the total marks). Component 3 involves a study of a
second world faith and also carries 25% of the overall marks.
The school has chosen to study Sikhism for the third paper and
will begin to study the beliefs and prac ces of Sikhism in Year 9.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board—Edexcel
h p://qualifica ons.pearson.com/en/home.html

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Each Science GCSE is assessed by two
examina ons of equal weigh ng. All pupils will
be taught the content to take the higher level
er for each subject.
The progress of each pupil will be monitored
closely and if switching to Double Award Science
or a Founda on paper in one or more of the
subjects is deemed to be in their best interests
this will be ac oned.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board—Eduqas
h p://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifica ons/
religious‐studies/gcse/

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Examina on units ‐ Component 1: Religious,
Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern
World (50% of the qualifica on – 2 hour
examina on)
Component 2 – Study of Chris anity (25% of the
qualifica on – 1 hour)
Component 3 – Study of a World Faith (25% of
the qualifica on – 1 hour). The second religion
studied by the students will be Sikhism.
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SPANISH
COURSE CONTENT AND AIMS

Spanish is the fastest growing language in the world and is
therefore an increasingly popular choice for those wan ng to
enhance their career prospects and make them more a rac ve
to universi es. A typical GCSE Spanish group in Year 10 consists
of absolute beginners who previously studied La n, and
beginners from Year 9. We assume that all pupils are beginners
and we start the course with gree ngs, numbers, birthdays and
ages, basic info and an introduc on to Spanish grammar. All
pupils benefit from this approach as it provides both revision
and consolida on. Extension ac vi es are always available to
all pupils. By the end of the first term those pupils with a La n
background are usually working at the same level as those
pupils with prior basic knowledge. There are a variety of
engaging topics throughout the course and there is an emphasis
on the culture and iden ty of the countries and communi es
where Spanish is spoken.

EXAMINATION DETAILS

Exam Board— AQA
www.aqa.org.uk

How is it assessed?
Examined units

Paper 1: Listening
Wri en exam: 35 minutes 40 marks
Paper 3: Reading
Wri en exam: 45 minutes 25% of GCSE
Paper 4: Wri ng
Wri en exam: 1 hour 25% of GCSE
Paper 2: Speaking
25% of GCSE
Exams take place towards the end of the GCSE
course; typically with the pupils’ class teacher
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